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GENERAL MEETING, I S t h  OCTOBER, 1887.

The Ninth General Meeting of the Subscribers was held at the 
William Salt Library, Stafford, on Tuesday, the 18tli October, 
1887, The Right Hon. Lord Wrottesley in the Chair. There were 
also present: The Dean of Lichfield, Major-General the Hon. G. 
Vrottcslcy, Mr. Thomas Salt, M.P., Dr. Arlidge, Mr. W. S. 
Brough, Mr. Fenton, the Rev. W. Fletcher, Mr. J. Nayler, the 
Rev. F. Parker, Mr. F. C. Perry, Mr. Wliitgreave, Mr. Mazzinghi, 
and others.

The following Report of the Editorial Committee was read to 
the Meeting by the Honorary Secretary:—

The Editorial Committee submit to the Council and Subscribers 
an account of their proceedings during the past year:—

Vol. V II. was issued to the members of the Society in July this 
year, considerably later than usual, or was anticipated at the 
last Meeting, the issues having heen delayed through various 
causes. The printing of Yol. VIII. is about half completed, 
and this volume will be probably issued to subscribers early 
in 1888. Its contents consist of a Paper on the Military 
Service performed by Staffordshire tenants during the thir­
teenth and fourteenth centuries, compiled by the Honorary 
Secretary from the original records of the wars of that 
period. The remainder of the first part of the volume will 
be occupied by a chartulary of St. Thomas of Stafford, which 
has been compiled by Mr. Parker from the Chetwynd 
MSS. and from original deeds :n the possession of the 
Trustees of the late Sir Thomas Phillips.

Part II. of the volume will contain a History of the Parish of 
Cast re or Castle Church, by the Assistant Secretary, Mr. 
Mazzinghi, taken from the Stafford MSS. at Blithfield, and
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other original sources. The forthcoming volume will be 
somewhat reduced in size, in order to diminish to some extent 
the deficit caused by the abnormal bulk of Volumes V. and 
V I.

During the past year four of the subscribers have died, six have 
withdrawn, and five new subscribers have joined the Society : 
the net loss therefore in the number of annual subscribers 
will be five.

The Report having been approved, the accounts for the past 
year were laid before the Meeting. These showed a deficit of £70, 
and the question of reducing the expenditure by the issue of a 
smaller volume was taken into consideration. After some debate, 
it was resolved that future volumes should be reduced as nearly as 
practicable to 300 pages, and that measures should be adopted to 
increase if possible the number of subscribers to the Society.

After the usual votes of thanks to the Contributors and Officers 
of the Society, the Meeting separated.
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C O R R IG E N D A .

Page 2, line 31. The Ralph de Pcsehale here mentioned was probably Ralph de 
Pescliale of Suffolk. Thin Ralph appeared in Banco at Easter Term, 15 Henry III., 
and acknowledged he had gianted the manor of Pesehale in Suffolk to Roger le 
Bigod and Isabel his wife. Banco Roll, 15 Henry III., Easter term.

Page 39, line 17. Eor Roger de Somery read John de Somery.
Page 40, line 20. For Roger de Somery read John de Somery.
Page 126, line 11, from foot note of page, insert a comma after view.
Page 125. Eor Thirlestone, read Thirlestane.
Page 131, line 29. Eor Roparandum, read reparandam.
Page 135, note 2. For Celestinius, read Celestinvs.
Page 136, line 28. For tertiore, read tertiove.
Page 141. Apprnare, “  one of many forms of a word appearing in Ed. I.’s Statue 

of Merton, meaning improvement of waste lands.”  (Bp. Hobhouse.)
Page 145, line 17. For etusic, read et sic.
Page 160, note 2. Stephano de Wivdestun (Wiverdeston, i.e., Worst on).
Page 161, n otel. Stretton is Stretton near Brewood.
Page 169, 4 lines from foot of page. For que, read quam,.
Page 146, line 21. Quercumv., omit v.
Page 152, line 33. For ipse, read ipso.
Page 177, line 10. Ruhelawe is Rowley near Stafford.
Page 178, line 22. For predico, reaa predicto.
Page 179. “  Penilton,”  now Pendleton.
Page 182, note 2. Maculine. better Malcolm.
Page 181, note 3. “  The manor of Marston came close up to, and into, what is 

now the Foregate of Stafford, and formed part of the Borough,”  Mr. Mazzinghi 
informs me.

Page 185, line 9. For R. de Swinlen, read de Bwinnerfon.— Foot of page, denarios, 
not denariosf.— Note 2. ITncutv, read uncertainty. —Note '5. Omit th is: as the 
principal bridge is perhaps here intended.

l ’pge 186. The references to notes, ten lines from foot of page, should be 5  and 6, 
not 1 and 2.

Page 187, line 10. For extendunt, read extendentes.
Page 193, last line. For 1150, read 1250.—Note 6. For Cotlon, read Colton.
Page 194, note 3. For Thursday, read Wednesday.
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C O N T E N T S .

VOLUM E V III.— Part I,
Page

1. An account of the Military Service Performed by Stafford­
shire Tenants in the Thirteenth and Fourteenth 
Centuries. From documents in the Public Record Office, 
by Major-General the Hon. G. Wrottesley . . .  1

2. A Chartulary of the Friory of St. Thomas, the Martyr,
near Stafford. Collected and edited by the Rev. F. Parker 125

Part II.

3. History of the Manor end Parish of Castre, or Castle
Church, by Mr. T. J. de Mazzinghi, M.A. . . . 1
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1887.

COUNCIL.
Trustees o f  the William Salt Library.

T h f  R i g h t  Hon. L o r d  WROTTESLEY.
T h e  Hon. Anr> R e v . C a n o n  BRIDGEM AN.
T h e  Y in . A e c h d e a o o n  LANE.
H . SYDNEY ORAZEBROOK.
Caftain CONGREVE.

Elected by the Members o f  the Society. 
M a j o r - G e n e r a l  T h e  H o n . GEORGE W ROTTESLEY. 
T h e  Y m  R e v . t h e  D e a n  o e  L i c h f i e l d .
T h e  R e v . F. P. PARKER.
FRANCIS W H ITG REA YE.
THOMAS SALT, M.P.

E D IT O R IA L  COM M ITTEE.
T h e  H o n . a n d  R e v . C a n o n  BRIDGEMAN, The Hsll, Wigan. 
M a j o r -G e n e r a l  T h e  H o n . GEORGE W ROTTESLEY, 85, Warwick 

Road, South Kensington.
T h e  R e v . F. P. PARKER, The Rectory, Colton, Rugeley.
H. SYDNEY GRAZEBROOK, Middleton Tilht, drove Park, 

Chiswick.
T h e  R e v . D r. CHARLES J. COX, Barton-le-Street Rectory, Malt on, 

Yorkshire.

T R E A S U R E R .
E. C. SEARGEANT.

A U D ITO K -
C a f t a i n  CONGREVE.

H O N O R A R Y  SE C R E T A R Y .
M a j o r - G e n e r a l  T h e  H o n . GEORGE W ROTTESLEY.

A SS IST A N T  S E C R E T A R Y .

T. J. DE M AZZIN GH I, M.A., F.S.A., The William Salt Library, Stafford.

B A N K E R S.
LLOYD’S, BARNETT’S, & BOSANQUET’S BANK ( L i m i t e d ) ,  S i  a f f o r d .
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N O T E S
ON THE

M IL IT A R Y  SERVICE PERFORMED BY 
STAFFORDSHIRE TENANTS

DTTBING THE

THIRTEENTH AND FOURTEENTH CENTURIES.

Ax authentic record of military service performed in the thir­
teenth and fourteenth centuries has been handed down to us by the 
writs of protection issued to those who applied for them whilst 
employed in the service of the King. These, as a rule, were men 
against whom personal actions were pending, and who wished to 
protect their property from legal process during their absence. 
Before the reign of Edward I. the writs of protection were enrolled 
amongst the Patents, but with the commencement of the reign of 
Edward I. separate Eolls were kept for all writs issued on the 
occasion of a war. These Bolls are named after the locality of 
the war, and are headed Scotia, Wallia, Vasconia, Alemannia, and 
Eraucia. All the writs of historical interest from these Bolls have 
been printed by Bymer, but the writs of protection, having a 
personal interest only, were omitted except in a very few cases 
by the compilers of the “ Fcedera ” and the following notes have 
been taken to supply this deficiency, so far as the Staffordshire 
tenants are concerned.

The writ of protection ran as follows:—
E/hvardus Dii gratid Bex., etc., Omnibus balliviset jidelibvs suis ad 

quos etc., Sciatis quod suscepimus in protect ione et defensione nvstrd 
A.B. qui in obsequio nostro, in comitivd dilecti et Jidelis nostri C.l). 
in partibus, etc., moratur, homines, terras, redditus et omnes posses- 
sio-nts ipsius A.B., id.ro mandamus quod ipsum A.B. homines, etc. 
mantineatis, protegatis et de/endatis. In cujus rei testimonium, etc.
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2 MILITARY SERVICE PERFORMED BY STAFFORDSHIRE TENANTS.

This was the simple writ of protection. The writ “ cum clausula 
Volumus” contained the following additional clause:—

“ Volumus etiara quod idem A.B. sit quietus de omnibus placitis et 
querelis exceptis placitis de dote et de assisis now dissaissine et ultime 
presented ionis et attindis et exceplis loquelis qvas coram Justiciariis 
nostris itinerantibus in itineribus suis sumoneri contigit.”

The writ, it will he perceived, gave complete protection against 
all personal actions, and likewise against any pleas in the superior 
court3 of law, except pleas of dower and of last presentation.

14 H e n . III.
In the fourteenth year of his reign, a .d . 1230, Henry III. 

assembled a large army at Portsmouth for the invasion of France, 
passed over into Brittany, and landed at St. Malo on the 5th May. 
He was there joined by the Duke of Brittany and many Breton 
nobles, and marched through Anjou and Poitou to Gascony. Whilst 
in Gascony he received the homage of the Gascon nobility, and 
returned to Engdand in October, without having achieved anything 
of note or at all commensurate with his preparations and expen­
diture.

The Patent Boll of 14. Hen. III. contains several letters of 
protection for those who had set out "ad partes transmarinas,” 
dated from Portsmouth 20tli April; amongst them are the follow­
ing Staffordshire tenants :—

Balph Basset of Drayton. Geoffrey de St. Maur.
William de Aldithele (cum Balph Basset of Welledon.

Henrico de Aldithele). Henry de -Aldithele (Audley).
William de Dustun. Hervey de Stafford.
Adam Mauveisin) eumB. Basset Nicholas de Verdun, 

de Drayton). William Basset.
John fitz Philip. Hugh de Oddingesele.
Boger de Somery. Balph de Pesehale.

37  H en . I I I .
In the 37th year of Ins reign, on the 6th August, 1253, Henry 

III. set sail from Portsmouth with over 300 ships filled writh troops, 
in order to suppress an insurrection in Gascony; and being joined 
there by the Earl of Leicester, who brought additional forces out of 
France, the Gascons submitted to his authority, and the authors 
of the sedition were either taken prisoners or driven out of the 
country. This was the only military exploit of Henry III. which 
met with any success.
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58 MILITARY SERVICE PERFORMED BY STAFFORDSHIRE TENANTS.

Thomas MaUesores. 
Thomas de Kynardesleye. 
Robert de Legh.
Henry de Ossewelle.
John le Bakere.

Thomas de Sheynton. 
John Cressy.
Henry Pnuger.
John de Bert on. 
Richard de Merton.

A writ of protection was issued for Margaret the wife of Ralph 
de Stafford so long as her husband was in the King’s service in 
Scotland it being asserted that certain persons were insidiously de­
signing to abduct the said Margaret during her husband’s absence; 
in consequence of which the King takes her under his special protec­
tion and defence. Hated from Newcastle-on-Tyne 28th October.

John de Chetwynde, Chivaler, who had proceeded to Scotland in 
the suite of John l’Estraunge of Blaunkmouster, had letters of pro­
tection till Easter. Hated from Strivelvn (Stirling) 3rd November.

Similar letters were granted to John de Wasteneys and Thomas 
de Wasteneys, who were in the retinue of Robert de Colleville in 
Scotland. Dated Stirling, 10th November.

Letters of protection were also granted to William de Careswelle 
and Thomas de St. Maur, who were with Richard Earl of Arundel 
in Scotland. Dated from Botheville 24th November.

John de Stafford, Chivaler, who was in Scotland in the suite of 
Ralph de Stafford, had letters of protection till the Nativity of St. 
John the Baptist. Dated from Westminster 16th March.

Ralph de Stafford, who was in Scotland in the King’s service, 
had letters of protection till the same date. Dated from the Tower 
of London 3rd April.

Thomas Pecche and John Bagot and the rest of the suite as 
named in 10 E. III., w ith the exception of Walter Culy, had similar 
letters.

Hugh le Despencer, who was in Scotland, had letters of pro­
tection till Michaelmas. Dated from Wyndesore 1st May.

The King for the good service rendered by "Walter de Cully 
of Haukeswelle, at Perth and elsewhere in Scotland, pardons him 
for the death of Richard the draper of Pollesworth. Dated from 
Kelentere near Strivelyn (Stirling) 13th June.1

1 This writ probably belongs to the previous year, for the King was not in 
Scotland at this date.

S cotch  R oll, 11E. I I I . ,  a .d . 1337.
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MILITARY SERVICE PERFORMED BY STAFFORDSHIRE TENANTS. lU l

Duke of Lancaster, had letters of protection till Michaelmas. Dated 
20 th May.

Commissioners were appointed to select archers in all the 
English counties citra Trent: Staffordshire to provide 100
archers, to be arrayed by John de Stafford, John de Yerdon, Robert 
de Aston, and the Sheriff. Dated 20th July, from Westminster.

Writs to all the great lords of North and South Wales to array 
Welshmen for the King’s service, who were to he ready when 
summoned, to pass into France with the King. Dated from West­
minster 20th July.

The following who were abroad in the retinue of Henry Duke 
of Lancaster, had letters of protection till the Feast of St. John the 
Baptist.

Thomas son of Robert Tuchet of Lanton.
James de Pype, Knight.
Theobald Trussel, Chivaler, and others.
Nicholas de Longeford, Knight, junior, who was in the retinue 

of Henry Duke of Lancaster in Brittany, had letters of protection 
till Michaelmas. Dated by the King at Westminster 1th November.

W a r  w i t h  F r a n c e ,  33 a n d  34 E. III., a .d . 1359-1360,

Hostilities broke out again between the French and English in 
the autumn of 1359. The King sailed from Sandwich with 
1,100 ships, which are said to have conveyed the most numerous 
and best appointed army which England had hitherto assembled.1 
From Calais the King marched to Rheims, but owing to the lateness 
of the season he was unable to take that place, and after seven 
weeks’ investment he raised the siege and occupied the Duchy 
of Burgundy. In the following spring he advanced to the walls 
of Paris, and burnt the suburbs; hut the Dauphin refused all 
his proposals for peace, and he broke up his camp and marched 
towards Brittany. In the neighbourhood of Chartres his army was 
overtaken by one of the most fearful tempests recorded in history, 
and according to Knighton 6,000 horses were killed by cold, 
exposure, and the hail and lightning. The King, in a fit of remorse, 
vowed that he would refuse no proposals of peace which were com­
patible with his honour, and on the 8th May peace was signed at 
Bretigni.

1 According to Froissart he had 8,000 wagons, each drawn by four horses, and a 
complete pontoon equipment of boats covered with leather (cuir boullu).
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102 MILITARY SERVICE PERFORMED BY STAFFORDSHIRE TENANTS.

N o t e s  f r o m  t h e  F r e n c h  R o l l  o f  33 E . I I I . ,  a.i>. 1359.
P a r t  I .

Writs were issued to Commissioners of Array in all counties 
citra Trent to select mounted archers, of the best and strongest in 
their counties, clothed uniformly, and to be armed with hows and 
arrows and daggers and other suitable arms, and who were to be at 
Sandwich on the Quindene of the Assumption Dated 1th August.

The numbers to he arrayed varied from 10 in Rutlandshire to 
70 in co. Lincoln. The number to he provided by Staffordshire 
was 40.

John de Stafford, John de Swynnerton, and the Sheriff of 
Staffordshire to be Commissioners of Array in co. Stafford, and the 
archers were to be led by John de Swynnerton.

The following, in the suite of Edward Prince of Wales, had 
letters of protection, dated 8 th August:—

Ralph Giffard ; Roger d’Audele, Chivaler; Eichard de Stafford, 
Chivaler; James d’Audelegh, Chivaler; Rese ap Griffith had letters 
of general attorney under the names of Joan ap Griffith and 
Magister John de Somerville, dated 10th September.

William son of John de Chetewynde of Shaynton, in the 
retinue of Thomas de Roos of Hamelak, had letters of general 
attorney, dated 2nd September.

N otes from  th e  F ren ch  R oll  of 33 E. I I I . ,  a .d . 1359.
T a r t  II.

John Beyshyn, in the retinue of Thomas de .Swynnerton, had 
letters of protection till Easter. Dated 8th October.

The following, in the suite of the King, had letters of protection 
till Easter, viz., John de Mokleston. Dated 8th October.

William de Overton, Knight; Leo de Perton, Panetarius Regis ; 
Edward le Despencer, Chivaler; Ralph Basset of Drayton, Thomas 
do Swynnerton, Chivaler; Thomas de Staundon, John de Sutton, 
Chivaler, in the retinue of William de BoliuuEarl of Northampton. 
Dated Sandwich, 12th October.

Thomas de Swynnerton, Chivaler. had letters of attorney in the 
names of John de Swynnerton of Hulton aud Richard de Jonestone. 
Dated Sandwich, 25th September.

The following, in the retinne of Henry Duke of Lancaster, had 
letters of protection to last till Easter:—

Nicholas de Longeford, Chivaler; Walter de Bermyngeham,
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MILITARY SERVICE PERFORMED BY STAFFORDSHIRE TENANTS. 103

Chivaler; Henry de Pipe, and William de Ferrars. Dated 6th 
September.

Richard de Vernon, Chivaler, in the retinue of Ralph Basset, 
Knight. Dated 13th October.

The following, in the retinue of Ralph Earl of Stafford, had 
letters of protection till Easter ; dated 28th August:—-

John de Peyto, junior; Humfrey de Stafford, Nicholas de Beek, 
Chivaler; Roger de Aston; dated from Sandwich 28th October.

Eoger Hillary, Chivaler. Dated 3rd September.
Walter de Verney. Dated Sandwich, 20th October.
The following had letters of protection till Easter:—
Eulk de Bermyngeliam, in the suite of Thomas de Beauchamp 

Earl of Warwick. Dated 12th September.
William le Spencer, Chiva.ler; Thomas de Ardene, Robert 

Corbet, Roger Trumwyn, and John de Eolleston, in the suite ot 
Richard de Stafford. Dated 20th August.

The following, in the retinue of Edward Prince of Wales, had 
letters of protection till Easter, dated 20th August:—

Hugh de Stafford, Hugh le Despencer, Thomas le Despencer, 
Knight; Rese ap Griffith, William Trussel, Knight; William son and 
heir of John Trussel of Cuhlesdon, Knight. Dated 20th October.

Nicholas de Audele, Knight, and John de Heveningham 
Kuight, in the retinue of Roger de Mortimer Earl of March, had 
letters of protection till Easter. Dated 20th August,

Edward le Botiller of Norbury, in the retinue of Roger 
l’Estraunge, had letters of protection till Easter. Dated 4th 
September.

A note says the King crossed to France with his army on the 
28th October.

John de Ferrars, who was abroad in the King’s service, had 
letters of protection till Easter. Dated 8th November, by the 
Custos.

Nicholas de Seymore, Chivaler, who was abroad in the retinue 
of Thomas de Holand, had letters of attorney for a year. Dated 
8tli November, by the Custos.

Ealph Earl of Stafford, who was in the King’s service, had 
letters of protection till Easter. Dated 20th January.

F r e n c h  R o l l ,  34 E. III., a .d . 1360.
John de. Wasteneys of co. Lincoln, who was in the King’s 

service in Normandy, in the retinue ol Thomas de Holand, had
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104 MILITARY' SERVICE 1’ERFORMED BV STAFFORDSHIRE TEH ANTS.

letters of protection till the Feast of St. John the Baptist. _D.ited 
otli October.

Philip de Chetewynde, who was of the retinue of Ralph de 
Ferrars, Captain of Calais, had letters of protection for a year. 
Dated (3th July.

Peace was notified by the King in a proclamation dated from 
Calais 24th October.

I r i s h  R e b e l l i o n ,  a .d . 1361-1364, 35-38 E . I I I .

In this year Lionel the King’s son, who was Earl of Ulster in 
right of his wife, was appointed Lieutenant of Ireland. The Irish 
were in rebellion, and the Prince was accompanied by a body of 
men-at-arms from England, under the command of Ralph Earl of 
Stafford, Eustace d’Abrieecourt, and other leaders. The retinue of 
the Earl upon this occasion has been preserved amongst the Army 
Miscellanea of the Exchequer. It comprised 1 Banneret, Le Sieur 
de Roos ; 18 Knights, amongst whom were—

Hugh de Stafford, Nicholas Beek,
Robert de Stafford, John de Peyto,
William Bakepuz, John de Sudlee,
John de Odyngselles, John Talbot, and
John de Bromwyche, William de Morteyn;
Robert de (Irendon,

And 78 Esquires, amongst whom were:—
Walter de Verney. John Dunheved.
John Burnell. Owen de Wolaston.
William de Chetwynd. Eoger de Pulesdon.
Humfrey de Stafford. William de Duffeld.
Henry de Morehalle. Roger Botiller.
William Barbour. John de Shukburgh.
William de Wykford, John de Hondesacre
John de Chetwynd. Thomas deAllerwas
Thomas de Peyton. Robert de Yerney.
Thomas de Weston. John de Weston.
Robert Sautcheverel. Owen de Pulesdon.
Henry de Chetwynde. Nicholas de Stafford
William Hamsterle.

In the third quarter of the year, over which the account extends,
and commencing 2nd February, 36 E. III., the name of Simon de 
Hondesacre is substituted for John de Hundesacre.
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106 MILITARY SERVICE PERFORMED BY STAFFORDSHIRE TENANTS:

Item pur Mons. Richard de Stafford, Clerk, une chival lvart de 
mousterle ps xx marcs.

Item pur William. Chetewynde une chival lyart de cauci pilee 
ps xiili.

Item pur William Hamosterley (Hammersley) une chival 
bayard noir ove une estoile blank en le frount ps viii/i.

The retinue of Lionel Duke of Clarence and Earl of Ulton 
consisted of 5 Knights and 64 Esquires and 70 mounted archers. 
Amongst the Esquiies were John Pullesdon, John de Mountt'ord, 
Thomas de Asteleye, and William de Shareshull. Men of good 
birth appear also to have served as mounted archers, for amongst 
these were John Strangeways, Hugh de Bulkeley, Roger Dynmiok, 
Henry de Yerdon, Richard Corbet, William de Clinton and Michael 
Talbot.1

The retinue of Ralph de Ferrars, Banneret, consisted of 
4 Knights, amongst whom were Sir Thomas Haroourt and Sir 
Thomas Verdon, and 15 Esquires; amongst whom were Philip 
de Chetewynd and William de Ferrers, and 20 archers.2

The retinue of Mons. John de Carew, Banneret, consisted of 
1 Knight, 8 Esquires, and 10 archers.

It will be noted that in all these retinues the number of mounted 
archers exactly corresponded with that of the number of men-at- 
arms, and the rule appears to have been that every man-at-arms 
brought into the field one archer on horseback; hut some brought 
many more; thus—

The retinue of William de Wyndesore, Banneret, consisted of 
3 Knights, 49 Esquires, and 59 archers, or a surplus of 6 archers.

The retinue of Thomas de Iloggeshawe, Banneret, consisted of 
3 Knights, 30 Esquires, and 38 archers, or a surplus of 4 archers.

The retinue of Eustace d’Abrugecourt, Banneret, consisted of

1 The body guard of royal personages appears to hare always consisted of men 
of good birth, who were equipped as mounted archers, similar to the Scottish archers 
of the French kings during the Middle Ages. These would w ear of course the royal 
colours. The existing body o f Scottish archers, or Royal Body Guard of Queen 
Victoria, is an interesting surTiral of these ancient body guards, and it is to be 
regretted that it has been thought appropriate to clothe them in suits of Lincoln 
gceen, as if there was some connection between them and the w oodland heroes of 
Robin Hood.

2 This Retinue Roll is dated from 1 1th August, 31 E. III., to 14th March, 
38 E. III., and probably contains the retinue of Ralph de Ferrars at Calais during 
those dates. (See under French Roll of 34 E. III.)
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108 MILITARY SERVICE PERFORMED BY STAFFORDSHIRE TENANTS.

W a s  i n  S p a i n , 40-11 E. III., a .d . 1366-1367.
Shortly after the peace of Bretigni, King Edward had united all 

his French dominions south of the Loire into one Principality, 
which had been bestowed on Edward the Black Prince, with the 
title of Duke of Aquitaine. In the year 1366 the Prince, with the 
permission of King Edward, espoused the cause of Pedro the Cruel, 
the ex-King of Castile, who had been driven from his throne by 
Henry de Transtamare his illegitimate brother. The Prince crossed 
the Pyrenees in the middle of the winter, and on the 3rd April, 1367, 
fought the bloody and decisive battle of Najara, which re-established 
Don Pedro on the throne.

N OTES FROM THE Y a SCON KOLL OF 40 E. III., A.D. 1366.
Bichard de Stafford junior, Chivaler, in the retinue of Edward 

Prince of Wales, had letters of attorney for a year. Dated 10th J uly.
Writs were issued, dated 30th July, to the Sheriffs of the 

following counties to array archers for the Prince of Wales, who 
were to be ready to embark by the Nativity of the Blessed Mary
(8th September):—

Notts and Derby . . . .  to provide 100
Leycester . .  .. • • 33 50
Northampton . .  .. • • 33 50
Warwick ..  . . * • 33 50
Butland.. . .  . . * • 33 20
Lincoln .. . .  . . • • 33 50
Bedford and Bucks .. • • 33 80
Cambridge and Hunts.. • • 33 60
Essex . .  .. . . • • 33 50
Hereford . .  .. * * 33 30
Oxford and Berks .. • • 33 100
London and Middlesex » • 33 100
Gloucester . .  . . • • 33 100
Worcester ..  .. • • 33 50
Wyltes ..  . .  . . ' * 33 50

Balph Basset of Drayton, Knight, who was in Aquitaine in the 
retinue of Edward Prince of Wales, had letters of protection for a 
year. Dated 6th August.

A Writ dated 16th September, addressed to the Sheriffs of 
Lancaster, Staffordshire, Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire, and North­
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MILITARY SERVICE PERFORMED BY STAFFORDSHIRE TENANTS. 109

umberland, direets them to array in each of those counties 100 
archers to accompany John Duke of Lancaster to Gascony, to be 
paid by the said Duke, and to be the most expert and strongest 
archers in their bailiwicks.

Humfrey de Stafford, Henry de Morhalle, and Hugh de Stafford 
Knights, who were in Aquitaine in the retinue of Edward Prince 
of Wales, had letters of protection for a year. Dated 15th October.

Nicholas de Langeford, Knight, John de Itocheford, Knight, 
and John de Perrars, Knight, about to set out for Aquitaine in 
the retinue of John Duke of Lancaster, had letters of protection 
for a year. Dated 2nd November.

John de Ferrars of Charteleye, Chivaler, who was about to set 
out abroad in the King’s service, had letters of attorney for a year. 
Dated 1st January.

V ascon  B oll, 41 E. III., a .d . 13G7.
Thomas de Ardene, Chivaler, who was in Gascony in the retinue 

of Edward Prince of Aquitaine and Wales, had letters of protection 
for a year. Dated from Westminster 13th February.

B en e w al  of W a r  w it h  F r an ce , a .d . 1369-1370, 43 and 44 E. III.

Edward the Black Prince had involved himself so deeply in 
debt by his Castilian campaign, and by the failure of Don Pedro 
to keep his engagements, that he was forced to impose a “fouage” 
or heartli-tax on his Gascon subjects. A  portion of the Gascon 
nobility refused to pay the tax, and appealed to the French King. 
In 1369 the Black Prince was summoned to Paris to answer tlie 
complaints of his Gascon subjects. He imprisoned the messengers, 
and replied that he would obey the summons at the head of an 
army.1 On the 3rd June Edward III. resumed the title of King of 
France which he bad renounced by the treaty of Bretigni, and 
prepared for war.

His son John of Gaunt, the Duke of Lancaster, was sent to 
Calais at the head of an army, which pillaged the neighbouring 
country; but the French’ acting under instructions from Charles V., 
refused to hazard an engagement. The great Chandos who had been

1 As Aquitaine had been ceded to the English Crown in full sovereignty by the 
peace of Bretigni, the summons was unlawful and insulting.

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



MILITARY SERVICE PERFORMED BY STAFFORDSHIRE TENANTS. 117

ad a r r n a amongst these were Walter de Wrottesley, John de 
Swinnerton, William de Swinnerton, John de Wolseley, Henry de 
Pipe, William fitz Herbert, William de Leighton, Thomas de 
Levin ton, Balph Basset, John Wolaston, Thomas Beck, William 
de Ferers, Thomas de Pyrie, Hugh Griffith, Robert Sweneslied, 
and John Arderne.

The accounts comprise a space of 314 days from the 16th June, 
47 E. III. (1373), on which day the Earl arrived at Sandwich with 
his retinue, to the 26th April following, on which day he arrived 
at Portsmouth on his return home (“ quo die applicuit apud Portes- 
■nmth versus partes proprias ”). A note against the name of each 
Knight or Squire gives the date of their arrival at Sandwich, from 
which day their pay commenced: each Knight received 2s. a day, 
and each Esquire 12a!.

In February, 1374, a truce was concluded, to last till 1st May, 
1375; it was extended in 1375 to last till 1st April, 1377. The 
Black Prince, whose health had been failing for some time, died on 
8th June, 1376, and the King died at Shene on the 21st June, 
1377.
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ADDENDA.
T h e B a ro n s ’ W a r , 49-50 H en . III., a .d . 1265-1266.

The following writs appear on the Close Boll of 50 Hen. III. 
The Sheriff of Staffordshire is commanded to admit to the King’s 
peace the following who had submitted through the Bishop of 
Coventry and Lichfeld, to whom the King had given power to 
receive the submissions of the rebels who had adhered to Simon 
de Montfort, viz.: Bobert de Rouelegh and Bichard, Philip, Giles, 
and Walter his brothers; William de Hopewas, James de Tym- 
more, William de Esseby, Thomas de Pessale, Bobert de Suggenhull, 
Balph de Elleford, and Richard de Stafford.

Mandate to Boger de Clifford, Constable of Gloucester Castle 
to release William de Paries, who was detained there a prisoner 
(at the intercession of Boger de Somery).

C lose B oll 51 H e n . I I I . ,  a .d . 1267.
Bichard de Loges by deed agrees to pay to the King 100 marks 

for the redemption of his lands.
Balph Basset of Sapcote by deed grants to John de Verdun 

his manors of Sapcote and Stanton, to be held by the said John 
until he had paid to him 1,000 marks for their redemption, the 
money to be paid by instalments at John de Verdun’s Castle of 
Alveton, or at the Abbey of Croxden, as John should think fit. 
Witnesses: John fitz Alan Lord of Arundel; Sir Boger de Somery, 
Sir Bobert Aguilun, Sir William de St. Odomar, Sir Walter de 
Dunstanville, Sir Eichard de Mundeville, Sir John de Chetewynd.

William de Wavere1 compounds with Boger de Sumery to give 
him his manor of Marston in co. Warwick, for which Boger re­
stores to him all his other lands which had been given to him 
by the King.

P a t e n t  B oll 52 H en . I I I . ,  a .d . 1268.
The King remits all his anger against Eustace de Watford 

arising out of the late disturbances in the Kingdom, in consequence 
of laudable service rendered by the said Eustace.

A pardon under the Great Seal was granted to Bobert Hasteng, 
and his lands which had heen given by the King to James de 
Aldideley (Audley) and to Hugh de Turberville, are to be restored 
to him.

1 William de Wavere held Ambleeote in Staffordshire of Roger de Somerv.
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A  CHARTTJLARY

OF

ST. THOMAS’ PRIORY, NEAR STAEEORH.

Irr attempting to publish a chartulary of the “ Augustinian ” Priory 
of St. Thomas, we have to meet this difficulty, that no complete 
collection of that house’s deeds exists; the nearest approach to it 
will be found in some twenty pages of a small MS. book of 
Sampson Erdeswieke’s, numbered “ 506,” among the Harleian MSS. 
at the British Museum: stript of its modern binding this volume 
might easily be taken for a mere note book, containing at best 
rough drafts for Erdeswieke’s important work on the history of 
Staffordshire; certainly these few leaves are but a chartulary in 
outline, not to be compared for a moment with that of Eonton, 
although in point of revenue, and therefore in the number of its 
charters, St. Thomas equalled, if it did not surpass, that) priory.

Fortunately for our purpose, however, many of the St. Thomas’ 
original deeds fell into the hands of the late Sir Thomas Phillipps, 
and have been preserved in the library at Thirlestone House, 
Cheltenham; of these rather more than a hundred will be printed 
in the present collection.1

The rest are chiefly from Walter Chetwynd’s MS. “ History of 
Pirehill; ” they have been compared with such of the originals as 
remain in Mr. Fenwick’s possession; and will he found taking 
precedence here, in right both of their date and their importance, 
Some few deeds have been inserted from Chetwynd’s MSS. note 
books at Ingestre; with three or four from his collection of family 
papers.

The “  William Salt ” Library lia.-i furnished one or two valuable 
transcripts of MSS. in the British Museum, &c., and especially the

1 Bt the kindness pf Mr Fenwiek, to whom the writer is indebted for access 
to these charters, without which the work must have fallen through.
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126 INTRODUCTION.

original deed of Gerard, son of Brien, for the foundation of the 
Priory, which is copied imperfectly in the “ Monasticon,” hut has 
been here reproduced in autotype,1 together with the common seal 
of St. Thomas a fine example of early 15th century work.55 These 
may be taken as the chief sources, if we except an interesting and 
lengthy grant of lands at Newton, near Blithfield, for which 
we are indebted to Colonel Hunter Weston, who copied it for 
General Wrottesley.

The bulk of the Chartulary has been arranged alphabetically, for 
more convenient reference; which was the rather necessary, because 
Erdeswicke’s MS. outline appears to have been too hurriedly drawn 
up to pay much attention to order: deeds relating to one and the 
same place, notably so in the case of Stafford, being distributed 
unaccountably among the rest; while the drawback is not lessened 
by a handwriting very small, cramped, and, owing to the numerous 
abbreviations, difficult to decipher.

To give here any account of “ St Thomas ” Priory would be to 
anticipate the history of the “ Hundred,” which, it is hoped, the 
William Salt Society will be able to publish in course of time; but 
as the deeds contained in this chartulary affect many parts of 
Staffordshire, and, with some few exceptions, have never as yet 
been published, the Editorial Committee consider that it will serve 
the end they have in view to add this to the more important 
chartularies of Abbeys and Priories which they have already 
printed.

It only remains, then, to point out, that the. headings, printed 
in italics before each place, are from an old parchment roll of the 
St. Thomas’ property found by Walter Chetwynd among the 
“ Fowler” papers: here inserted piecemeal, that the reader may 
see at a glance where deeds are missing; and because it will be 
found for the most part incorporated “ as a whole ” in the earlier 
charters uf Bishop Bichard Peche.

The “ Dodswortli ” MSS., belonging to the Bodleian Library, were

1 The autotype reduces the size of the original deed about one-fourth.
2 This seal, a* I)r. Cox informs me, is of later date than I supposed, and certainly 

not much earlier than 1425 a .d .  A grant of lands at Clayton Griffyn from St. 
Thomas to Trenfham Priory exists among the Trentham muniments. It bears a 
small oral seal in green wax about three-quarters of an inch long, representing the 
murder of Archbishop Becket by the four Knights. A priest stands behind the 
former, holding over him a cross. The Knights wear square-topt helmets. The 
whole design is particularly well executed.
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INTRODUCTION. 127

examined, but proved to contain very little relating to this subject, 
and that little only transcribed from Erdeswicke’s papers ; the same 
being the case with Harleian MS. 2044 B.M., which copies, not 
always very accurately, about twenty of the Erdeswick deeds.

A list of the “ Priors of St. Thomas,” though far from complete, 
has been added to assist those who are concerned in dating the 
charters.

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



PRIORS OF ST. THOMAS NEAR STAFFORD.

W alter,1 Prior o f St. Thomas. ( “  Ronton Uliartulary,”  “  Staffordshire H istori­
cal Collections,”  V ol. IV ., p. 207 .)

Adam , Prior of St. Thomas. ( “  W olseley Deed,” temp. R . I. or John. “  Leigh 
M S S ”)

Nicholas, Prior of St. Thomas 1203 a .d . ( “ Pradswell D eeds” )
Philip, Prior of St. Thomas 1221-28 a .d .
Richard,2 Prior of St. Thomas 1248 a .d . ( “ Final Concords,”  “ Staffordshire 

Historical Collections,” p. 238.)
Nicholas de Aspley, Prior 1257-92 a .d ., &c.
Richard de Hildestone, Prior 1295-1342 a .d .
Thomas de Tydnesouvre,3 on death of Richard de Hilderstone, elected 1342­

47 a .d .
Robert Cheadle,4 elected 1347- 58 a .d ., &c.
Richard de H ere,4 elected 1365 a .d . (Robert de Hilderstone, the other 

candidate, had been chosen, but his election was annulled by the Bishop.) 
Nicholas de Huxston,3 1377-1404 a .d .
Thomas Swineshede,4 elected 1405-12 A.D.
Richard Bowyer,4 elected 1412 a .d .
Eichard Stafford,4 elected 1437-46 a .d  
Richard Oolwich,4 elected 1447-78 a .d .
W illiam  Chedull,4 elected on resignation of Richard Oolwich, 1478 a .d .

1 It is difficult to determine precedence between these two Priors; “ Adam ”  might 
naturally be preferred, in the absence of further evidence, were it not that Thomas 
Noel, whose deed Walter attests, died at an advanced age in 1206 a .d .  Since this 
was written I have found proof in a Wolseley deed that Walter was the Prior 
in Gerard son of Brien’s day.

2 The notice in the rolls of 1 2 4 S  A D. is the only authority 1 have met with for 
this name.

3 (1 3 4 2  A.D .) The electing Canons were : Boger de Aldelyne, John de Staf­
ford, Robert de Podemore, William Noreis, Robert de Hilderstone,* Soger de Staf­
ford, Robeit de Chedle,+ John de Rvggeleye, Thomas de Iresthope,f Richard le
Rot our, John de Swynneiton,f Henry de Cnyghteleye (Knightley). (Thomas de 
Tjdnesouvre had been sub-Prior.)

(1535 a .d . )  Besides Biior Richard Wythell, the following canons were pen­
sioned at the surrender : Richard Harvey, sub-Prior, Xtopher Simson, Thomas 
Bageley, Brother Win. Pykestock, Brother Wm. Stapulton, Brother Wm. Bordon.

4 These elections have been taken from the Lichfield Episcopal Registers. 
The Priors elected were submitted for confirmation to the Bishop.

* In the grant of Weston-on-Trent Church, the following members of the 
Priory occur: N. de Huxton (Prior), Er. Nich, Lichfield, sub-Prior, Fr. Wm. de 
Bedenhale, Er. Hugh de Ronton, Fr. 'J ton as Swineshede, Er. Walter deRoleeton, 
Er. Richard de Ley, Er. Nicholas de Yoxhall, Er. John de Stafford, Fr. John de 
Aslmll, Er. Philip ’de Stanford. (1389 A .D .)

* Sub-rrior in 1347 a .d .
t  These three were guilty of great irregulurities in A.D. 1347, as will appear in 

the Bishop’s visitation.
K
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130 CIIARTULARY OF ST. THOMAS.

W illiam  Smith,1 (?) elected 1494 a .d .
John Messingham, Prior in 1525 and 1530 a .d . (21 H . V I I I .)  (Chetwynd 

M SS.)
Richard W ythell, Prior at surrender of St. Thomas, 1535 a .d .

1 Vide Coles M^S. Yol. X XY II. (B.M.), but there is considerable uncertainty 
between this Priory and Stone. ( Vide Yol. XLY., same collection.)

35 E. I. Plea Rolls, “  St affordshire Historical Collections,” Yol. YII. A suit 
for trespass by Agnes widow of Henry Wymer, against St. Thomas, names (besides 
Richard de Mere, Prior) these canons : Brother Richard de Cocton, Brother Adam 
Griffard, Brother William of the Ree, Brother Robert de Weston, Brother Henry 
de Huttesdon, Brother Thomas de Huttesdon. (1307 a .d .)
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200 CHARTULARY OF ST. THOMAS.

Sciant. p. et f., quod ego Philippus le Poer, canonicus Beate M arie de 
Stafford, dedi, &c., Deo et ecclesie Scti Thome, pro salute anime mee, et 
meorum, in liberam, &c., elemosinam, tres acras terre cum pertinentiis in 
territorio de W itegreve, illas scilicet quas habui ex dono Edwini, filii Thome 
Balche de W ytegreve, viz., dimidiam acram ad Scarpenhull juxta terram 
W illi Sparuwe,1 et dimidiam acram que vocatur “  Havedlond ”  super Elmers- 
hull, et dimidiam acram terre de duobus selionibus super “ le Feld,” juxta 
terram Agnetis de Ghardino, et dimidiam acram terre, de 2 selionibus, 
super “  H odestowhul,” inter terram dicti Edwini et terram que fu it Nicholai 
de W hitegreve, et dimidiam acram terre, unius selionis, ad “  Horestun,” 
juxta terram Sibille vidue. Tenend., &e. Reddendo inde annuatim predicto 
Edwino, hseredibus suis, unum par albarum cyrothecarum pretio unius oboli, 
vel obolum, die Scfi Bertelini pro omni servicio. (W arranty and seal.) H iis 
testibus : D no W illielm o W ym er, A d  a W ym er, Bicardo de Waleshal canonico 
de Stafford, Clemente de W ytegreve, A daSparaw e ,1 et aliis. A nno milessimo 
ducentessimo quinquagesimo secundo ( a . d .  1252;, coram generali curid de 
W ytegreve. (Philipps’ M S. 7897.)

Sciant p. et f., quod ego W illielmus, filius A d e  de W ytegreave, concessi 
Deo et ecclesie Scti Thome, &c., in liberam, &c., elemosinam, unam acram de 
tribus selionibus cum pertinentiis, in territorio de W ytegreave, illam scilicet, 
&c., que vocatur “  Pessehul,” et jacet inter terram Radulphi2 Bungy, et viam 
que ducit a W ytegreave usque “  Bruggefeld.” Tenend., &c. (W arranty and 
seal.) H iis testibus : Clemente de W ytegreave, Radulpho Bungy, W illielm o 
de H olt, Simone de H ereford. {Circa 1210 (?).) (Philipps’ MS. 7897.)

(Omited.) Ernald son of Geri, to St. Thomas and canons, gives three 
acres in W itegreve, two situated in “  Haregrevehehe,” and one half acre at 
Fuldeforde, and one half acre at Hateholmes (?), and a rent of twelve pence 
they used to pay him for eight acres in Harehull. They giving him one 
penny yearly. (Sealed.) H iis testibu s: Dno Boberto de Wethelesbar, 
W illielm o de Gnoweshall, B icardo de Waleshall, A da W itegreve, A dd filio 
Bicardi, H elia de eadem, &c. (Philipps’ M S. 7897.)

W alter son of Geri sells to the Church and canons of St. Thomas the 
M artyr near Stafford, for 54 marcs and 1 hog (baconem) and 1 poniblam 1 
(poneriam ) o f com , all his lands in W itegreve, and all his rights to a half virgate 
there w ith liberties and common, to be held hereditarily, free of all service, 
saving that due to the chief lord. These witnesses : Ralph de M utton ,3 Ivo, 
his brother, Thomas de Kerswall, W alter his brother, Beinard le Clerk, 
Bichard of H optun, Bichard o f Orbreton, Bernard of the same, B oger of 
Frodeswell, W alter and Richard his brothers, &c. (Philipps’ M S. 7897.)

W o L A S T C B Y 4

Felicia5 de Dokesay, Laurentio filio meo et heredibus suis, &c., duas 
virgatas terre in W olaston, quas Eudo de W olaston dedit Ernahlo6 de

1 This name is given as Spanawe in the Assize Boll of 4 R. John (“  Staffordshire 
Historical Collections,”  Yol. III., p. 53.)

2 Ralph Bungi v.as sued in 1 John. (Absize Roll.) ( “ Staffordshire Historical 
Collections,”  Yol. III., p. 42.)

3 Testing Clause 1194-5 A .D . (“ Staffordshire Historical Collections,”  Yol. IE, 
p. 266.)

4 Near Penkridge.
6 Felicia de Dokesay appears in the Final Concords (October, 1208 a . d . ) ,  when 

Bhe established her right to two virgates in Bure ; but lets the same to John the 
hunter, who is to acquit her, and her heirs, of the service of hunting for the Lord 
Stafford. She appears to have married Eudo de Mere.

6 An Arnald de Dokesey was tenant to Simon le Sage (1168 A .D .) ( Vide Pipe
Rolls, “  Staffordshire Historical Collections,”  Yol. I., p. 54) ; possibly the same man
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CHARTULARY OF ST. THOMAS. 201

Dokeseye cum A ld y tM  filia sua in libero maritagio, pro hac autem dedit 
mihi anulum aureum. (B.M .)

Laurentius, filius Eudonis de M ere ,1 Deo et Sancti Thome ecclesie, duas 
virgatas terre in W olaston, quas Eudo de W olaston dedit Ernaldo de 
Dokeseye cum A ld itM  filia su& in libero maritagio. Reddendo duos 
denarios pro omnibus servitii3, salvo forinseco servicio. (B .M .)

1 Eudo de Mere and one John de Wollaston are parties in a suit of 1 John 
(1199 a .d .)  ( “  Staffordshire Historical Collections,”  Yol. III., p . 60.)

N .B —The letters B.M., following deeds in this chartulary, signify that they 
are taken from Harl. MS. 506 B.M.
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I N D E X .

A.

Abbeton (Apeton), 141.
Abbilbi, Geof. de, 156.
Acton, 136, 137, 138.
 John de, 16,137,143,144,146,

156, 160, 170, 193,
 Xtian., w. of, 137.

• Cicily, w. of, 137.
■ Sim. de, 137, 139, 148.
- Family, 137.
- Step, de, 137.

■ John, s. of, 137.
■ Alan de, 138.
- Wm. de, 146, 148, 165.

Addelegh, see Audley.
Admundeston, John de, 146.
Ailward, Wm., s. of, 170.
Ailwene, Xic., 8. of, 132.
Alazun, Ric de, 3.

"Aldelyne (Cheshire), 138.
  Ad vow. of, 139.

Aldentona, see Aldeton.
Aldeton, 135, 139.
Aldideley "]
Aldithel I .
Aldithele ' sfe Jlldlcy- 
Aidithilcye J 
Al Iwine, Holme, 157.
Allerwas, Thos. de, 104.
Alluredeston, Ric. de, 170.
Alro-wan, 9.
Alveton, Castle of, 118.
Ambretun, Nic. de, 153.
Ainbrychtun (Amerton), 140. 
Araelcote (Ambleeote), 41.
Amerfon, 139; and see Ambreton and 

Ambrycbton.
Amium, Robt., s. of, 170.
Annesley, John de, 31.
---------------------- John, s. of, 31.
Apeton, see Abbeton.
Appelbi, Robt. de, 167.
Appelby, Edm. de, 114.
Arberton, 136.

Arblaster, Jas., 105.
Archdeacon, Ralph, 132, 133.
---------- Helias, 133.
----------------------Hy., s. of, 133.
Archer, Nic. le, 8, 9.
Arderne, Walkeline de, 3, 4.

Ralph de, 3.
  John de, 4, 45, 49, 52, 57, 81,

117.
 Thos.de, 31, 54, 96, 99, 103,

109, 112, 116, 179.
 Rob1, de, 34.
  Hugh de, 52.
      Thos., s. of, 52.
Arundel, Ric., Earl of, 16, 52.
 Edrn., Earl of, 28, 37, 41.
Ashbourne, 142,
Ashley, 12.
Aspley, Nic. de, Prior, 129.
Assell 1 , , ,. , >■ see Ashley.Asseiey J J
Astley, Nic. de, 28.
Asteleye, Thos. de, 106.
Aston, Geof. de, 5.
 Rog. de, 59, 73, 103, 138, 153,

154, 182, 189, 196.
----------------------Bog., a. of, 196.

John de, 65, 111, 169, 182.
- Walt, de, 86.
 Robt. de, 101.

Thos. de, 194, 195.
---------- of Salt, John de, 194.
 174.
Andele 1 
Audeley j- see Audley.
Audithlegh J
Audley, Wm. de, 2, 7, 10, 11, 13, 65, 

107, 138.
 ------- - Hy. de, 2, 180.
  Jas. de, 4, 5, 33, 36, 37, 51, 44,

51, 53, 54, 69, 83, 88, 92, 98, 99, 
102, 107, 110, 118.

----------------------Jas., s. of, 33, 83.
  Nic. de, 14. 15,17, 18, 19, 20,

31, 33, 35, 103, 114.

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



iv. INDEX

Audley, Nic. de, Jas., s. of, 86.]
 Hugh de, 22, 23, 37, 10, 47,

49, 51, 53, 54. 119.
-----------------------Hugh, s. of, 33, 35, 40,

41. '
  Ric. de, 73.
— Jas., Lord of, 92.
 Rog. de, 102.
- Thos. de, 138, 139.
  Ada de, 160.
■ - of Blor, John de, 5.
Aylesbury, Walt, de, 8, 24.
 Rog. de, 39, 40.

B.

Baddlesmere, Bsrthoi. de, 43. 
Badelesmere Gocclin de, 138.
Bagod, see Bagot.
Bagot of the Byde, Wm., 5, 160, 161.
  o f Brinton. Roger, 5.

W m., 20, 21, 24, 27,37, 10,136, 
138, 139, 140, 141 147, 165, 177, 
180.

Ralph, 26, 40.
- Ric., 27, 26, 116.

 Jol.r, 50, 57, 58, 81, 88, 188,
195.

---------- ol Billington, Hervey, 143.
 of Bromley, Hugh, 144.
_________  _________  ____ _ W X Y X  1 \

 Hugh, 158, 158, 181.’ ’
 Ric., 156.
---------- Hereey, 160,161.

■ Roger, 160.
 of Blumenhill, Wm., 160, 187.
Bagoth, see Bagot.
Bakepuz, Wm., 101.

Elizabeth de, 149.
—  John de, 119.
 Rose, v . of, 149.
Ballicl, Edw., 48.
Banastre, Adam, 64.
Bannockburn, Battle of, 31.
Barbour, Wm., 101.
Barbur of Stafford, Robt. le, 12. 
Barington, l ’hil. de, 41, 44, 46. 
Bariuton, Thos. de, 45, 59, 81, 87. 
Barker, John le, 120.
Barra, Rie. de, 177.
Barri, Ralph, 179.
Bartor, Patrick, 40.
Baskerrille, John de, 31.
Baslervyle, Roger de, 37.
Basset of Drayton, Ralph, 2, 4, 6. 7,

1. 14, 15, 16, 20, 21, 25, 27, 28, 29, 
30, 32, 34, 35, 37.40, 41, 42, 43, 46, 
47, 49, 53, 55, 99, 102, 108, 112, 
111, 116.

----------------------- Roger, 18, 24.

Basset o f Drayton, Lord. 21.
---------------------------------- J ustice o f N.

Wales, Ralph, 52.
---------- of Welledon, Ralph, 2,7,12,14,

45, 54, 73.
--------------------------------- Ric , 10, 11.
 of Sapecote, Ralph, 7, 29, 34,

36, 112, 115, 118.
- — - Simon, 14.

of Chedle, Ralph, 56, 65.
 Wm., 2, 115.
 Ralph, L7, 21, 24, 26, 28, 31,

64, 103, 117,119, 120, 152, 179.
---------- Roger, 24.
 Henry, 37.
 Thos., 40.
 Adam, 49.
---------- Seigneur, 98.
 Simon, 107.
Baswich, see Bereeleswich.
Baumrigle, Alex. de, 175.
Beauchamp, Wm. de, 11.
 Walt, de, 11, 15.
---------- Earl o f Warwick, W m. de, 16.
--------------------------------- Thos. de, 116.
---------- Alda de, 136.
Bee, see Beck, Beek. and Becco.
Becco, Robt. de, 172.
Beck, Robt. de, 39, 45, 53, 133, 135, 

161, 171, 173, 376, 192, 198.
 — -------— Geof., b. of, 171.

-—: Robt., ». of, 53.
 Gilbt., s. of, 171.
 Thos., 117.
  Geof. de, 171, 180, 192.
 Rector of Chekkeley, Gtof. de,

172.
Bedenball, Thos. de, 1G0.
Bedinhall, Nic. de, 148, 165.
Beek, Nic. de, 88, 103, 101, 181, 182. 
Beiuril, Wm. de, 176.
Beissyn, see Beysin.

Beke }  see Hcck’
Belgreve, H anion, 147.
Bell r.ton, Rie. de, 170.
Bei.teleye, John de, 35.
Benton, John de, 30.
JBerecleswich (Baswiek), 133, 142. 
Bereford, John de, 31 

Wm de, 34.
 Rubt. de, 54.
Berewick, 22.
Bergeweney, Wm. de, 187.
Berkele, ilaurice de, 83.
Berkeley, Thos. de, 17.
Berkensyde, Adam de, 30.
Berkeswich, see Berecleswieh. 
Bermengcliam 1
Bermingham > see Birmingham. 
Bermyngeham J
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Wasteneys, Eeg. de, 27.
 Thos. de, 51, 53, 58, 68,76, 86,

107.
 TTardoIf de, 52, 111.
   Malcolm de, 59, 62, 63, 77, 81,

87, 182.
 of Lincoln, John de, 103.
 Pagan de, 132, 138, 141, 157,

158, 171. 191, 192.
 Ealph de, 139, 141, 152, 191,

192.
 Phil, de, 156.
 Geof. de, 157, 191, 196.
 of Tyxhule, Geof. de, 157.
 Eoger de, 192.
Wateneys, see Wasteneys.
Waterfall, Hy. de, 56.
   — - Law., s. of, 56.
Watford, Eustace de, 118.
Watling Street, see Wachlingstreth. 
Wanton, John de, 179.
Wavere, Wm. de, 198.
Whelesbar, Eobt. de, 11S.
Wellington, 9.
Wenlok, Eic. de, 46.
  John de, Prior, 138, 139.
Weseham, Eoger de, 135.
Weston, 146, 191.
 Hugh de, 4, 5,19,141,144,156,

163, 164, 177, 193.
    Wm., s. of, 193.
 John de, 26, 34, 49, 54, 66, 67,

90, 104.
 Thos. de, 54, 104.
  Eic. de, 86.
 Wm., s. of, 86.
 Eobt. de, 90, 148, 170, 173,

193.
 Gilb. de, 173.
 Subtus-Liziard, 193.
 Subtus-Trent, 191.
---------------------------------Ch. of, 194.
---------------------------------Vic. of, 195.
-----------------------------Parish Ch. of,

196.
-----------------------------— Wall, de Elnte-

don, Eector of Ch. of, 196.
---------------------------------Eobt. de Bures,

Patron of, 196.
Wete, Eeg. le, 81.
Wethelesbrith, Eobt. de, 177.
Whetale, Step, de 46,
Whiclilton-, Eobt. de, 138.
Whichnor, bridge of, 43.
Whitchurch, John de, 63.
White, Hugh le, 139, 182.
 Eobt. le, 153.
— of Hixon, Hugh le, 172.
 of Hutlesdon, Hugh le, 181.
Wliitemor, see Whitmore.
Whitmore, 176.

Whitmore, John de, 74.
---------- Thos. de, 74.
 Ealph, 103.
 Walt, de, 159.
Whitgreare, 136, 197, 199.
 John de, 77, 173.
 Wm. de, 170, 173, 192.
   Assel., w. of, 192.
 Ada de, 170, 199.
 Nic. de, 185, 197, 198.
 Herbt. de, 197, 199.
----------------------C lem, s. of, 197. 199.
Whit8ton, Robt. de, 162.
Whyston, John de, 84, 99.
 Eic. de, 89.
 Eobt. de, 139.
----------- and Mefford, Navven the

Domesday tenant of, 139.
Whyte, see White.
Whyteleye, Phil, de, 120.
Whytemore- 1 Whitmore 
Whytmor j see vvnitmore- 
Wilder ley Barn, 144.
Wimar 1-ITT-. > see \\ ymer.VV im e r  J J
Wite, see White.
Witegrefe 1
Witegreve > see Whitgreave. 
Withegreve J 
Witemere 1
Witemore Whitmore. 
Wodeward, Wm., 162.
Wolast.on of Staff., Wm. de, 34
 John de, 40, 107, 111, 117.
 Owen de, 104.
 Step, de, 141.
 Eudo de, 199.
■----------199.
Wollaston, Eie. de, 36, 39.
Wolmere, John de, 55.
W oliiekof Sonilone, Wm., 55. 
Wolselev, Eobt. de, 31, 51, 172.
  -  John de, 112, 114, 117.
 Fobt. de, 157.
- -  Ric. de, 172.
Wolverhampton, Xtian de, 133. 
Workesley, Marg. de, 179.
Worston, see Wyverstone.
Wrathe, Adam le, 155.
Wrocelesse ~1 
Wrotesle
Wrotkesley [-see Wrotteslev. 
Wrotti-Ble 
Wvotteslee J 
Wrottesley, 92.
 Hugh de, 5, 59, 63, 66, 67, 71,

91, 92, 93, 95, 100, 149.
 Wm., de, 26, 30, 37, 39, 40.
 Eoger de, 63.
 Walt, de, 113, 117.
Wulseley, see Wolseley.
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Wulverdistone, Thos. de, 151.
W ul veruneliainpton, see Wolverhamp­

ton.
Wykford, Wm. de, 104.
Wymer, Wm., 132.
----------------------Wm., s. of, 132.
 Wm., 147, 148, 184, 197, 199.
----------------------Mat., relict of, 184.
 Ralph, 147.
 Adam, 148, 199.
 Thos., s. of, 160, 198.
 Walt., 161.
----------------------Wm., s. of, 161.
 Wm., s. of, 198.
 John, s. of Wm., 186.
Wynnesbury, Thos. de, 37, 41.
 Robt. de, 55.
----------------------Thos., s. of, 55.
 Wm., 110.
Wvrleye, Thos. de, 77.
W yte, see White.

Wytegrave, see Whifcgreave.
Wythel Prior, Ric., 130.
Wyther, Wm., 5, 16,17, 18,19, 20, 23, 

43, 51, 100, 171.
----------------------Thos., h. of, 43.
  ---------- Orabel, w. of, 171.
Wyverstone, Hy. de, 5.
 Step, de, 185.

Y .

Yarlett, 197.
Yorm, Hilbert, 134. 
Ypstanes, see Ipstanes.

Z.

Zouch, Alan la, 6.

H A R R ISO N  AN D  SONS, P B IN T E E S  IN O R D IN A R Y  TO H E R M A JE S T Y , ST. M A R T IN ’ S LA N E .
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CASTLE CHTJKCH,
WITH SOME ACCOUNT

O F ITS

PARISH AND MANOR AND OF ITS 
ESCHEAT

TEMPORE HENRY VIII.
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ADDENDA VEL CORRIGENDA.

Page 2, about the middle, after “ Charters of many sovereigns,” insert “ tribal 
descent perhaps by  the use of Borough English.”

Page 2, paragraph 2, line 4. Since this was written M r. Calvert has published 
a short account o f the Borough.

Page 3, line 2, / o r  “ Staffordshire,”  read “  Stafford Town.”
Page 9, at end of seeond paragraph, after [X ]  add  [G ],
Page 10, about middle of page, f o r  “  distinct and,” read “ distant or.”
Page 10, line 8 from bottom, add as note to Pish Pools, as follows :— “ The 

printed W ardrobe lb  ill o f E . I. speaks not only o f the K ing ’s, but 
of the Queen’s V i vary at Stafford; not only of the K ing ’s Fisherman 
there, hut of the Queen’s.”

Page 11, line 2, add as note, “  This word ‘ castle ’ is used in the sense of Castle- 
w iok in the Imp p. m. upon the death o f Earl Hugh, where it is said 
‘ In  which Castle the Earl had held two carucates of demesne land.’ 
See Campbell’s 1 Stafford Peerage,’ p. 64, line 8. ‘ Castle ’ indeed had 
been used for Castlewiok previously, for a plea roll o f 2 1 E. I. says that 
Nicholas Baron of Stafford held the ‘ Castle’ o f Stafford w ith the 
liberty of Bradeley in  capite o f the K in g  ( ‘ Staffordshire Collections,’ 
V ol. V I ., pp. 258-9). It may be just hinted that the old intrenchment 
at Bil’ ington m ay have led to the whole district eastward of the Peak 
being styled Castre or Castelry.

Page 11, at the end o f third paragraph, add as mte, “ See ‘ Staffordshire 
Collections,’ VoL IV ., p. 290 n.”

Page 11, line 7 from  bottom, omit [L].
Page 12, line 8 , f o r  “  TiUington Pond,”  rew l “  Tiilington Ford.”
Page 14, line 6 from bottom, fa r  the paragraph beginning “  The Names,” 

insert all the places in the map opposite except Stafford, Copenhall, 
Dunston, Acton  Trussell and Penkridge, formed the Domesday 
M anor of Bradeley ; and all the places in the map above Copenhall 
and below Stafford form now the M anor and Parish o f the Castle. 

Page 20, at the end of the fourth paragraph, f o r  “ sixth year o f Edward I I I . , ’ 
read “  first year.”  Confer, the Subsidy at large, “  Staffordshire 
Collections,”  VoL V I I .,  Part I., p. 195.

Page 23, 6 lines from bottom, set a “ com m a”  after “ Clerk.”
Page 24, paragraph 3, fa r  “  6 E . I. read  “  1 E. I I I .  -Q V ’
Page 27, line 13 from  bottom, fo r  “ Bramselle,” read. “  Bmnselle.”
Page 30, line 12 and elsewhere, f o r  “ Teste de Nevil,” read “ Testa de NeviL” 
Page 31, at end of first paragraph, within the brackets insert [YJ.
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IV ADDENDA VEL CORRIGENDA.

Page 31, line 12, omit brackets.
Page 35, paragraph 2. F or the early branches o f the Bagots and their con­

nexion, see General W rottesley’s remarks in his Commentary upon 
the Liber Niger, “  Staffordshire Collections,” Y ol. I., pp. 167,169,170.

Page 39, line 9, fo r  “ m. 33,” read “  No. 33.”
Page 39, line 12, fo r  “  168,” read “ No. 168.”
Page 39, line 8 from  bottom, fo r  “ 32,” read  “  No. 32.”
Page 40, line 5 from  bottom, fo r  “ m. 5,”  read  “ No. V .”
Page 48, paragraph 3, line 4. W alter Chetwynd (see his “ Staffordshire C ol­

lections,”  Y ol. I I I . ,  p. 51) names Roger le W ete as the grantor o f the 
Brocage to the Priory, test. Gerald fil Brien.

Page 52, line 1 1 , f o r  “ R ow ley,” read  “ hamlet.”
Page 72, line 5, fo r  “  the manor of the same name,” read “  W eston in Standon.”
Page 79, line 17. Compare with Addenda to page 1 1 , line 2.
Page 84, line 2 , insert after full-stop, “  The Chapel o f St. Nicholas of Stafford, 

mentioned b y  M r. Eyton (“ Antiquities of Shropshire,” Yol. V ., 
p. 176), must I  think be understood as this old chapel on the H ill, 
and if so it must have been at all events older than the year in­
volved in the mention o f it, that is 1186 or possibly 1173. But in 
the accounts of W illiam  Brom ley and Thomas Gryme, W ardens of 
the Church of St. M ary’s o f Stafford in the twentieth year of K ing 
H enry Y  III ., appear items for different repairs to the aisle of St. 
Nicholas. That aisle supposes a chapel also there of corresponding 
dedication.

Page 84, add  at foot. Land called the Dounes near Bradley and within its 
parish, was chargeable w ith tithes to the Free Chapel o f St. Nicholas. 
In  early times a Royal patent (20 E. I.) granted this same Free 
Chapel during the m inority of the heir to Thomas son o f Nicholas 
the deceased Baron. A  part of the tithes, viz., those of corn and 
grain, o f lands called the Downes, near the town o f Bradeley, 
heretofore belonging to the Free Chapel of St. Nicholas within the 
Castle o f  Stafford, were leased b y  H enry Earl (? Lord) Stafford to 
Edward W ard of Levedale, alias Leadall, in the county of Stafford, 
Yeoman. See original deed, 13th December, 1694, in the parcel of 
Salt MSS. 73.

Page 97, add  note to second paragraph, * Edmu nd Baron Stafford had been 
interred with the M inorites, see p. 100 infra. A  century later, on 
the opposite side o f the town, in the Choir of the Friars Augustines, 
under a tom b before the high altar, was buried the Earl o f the same 
name, Edmund, slain at Shrewsbury a .d . 1403. According to 
Dugdale (Baronage, Y ol. I ., p. 164), not lands, but their plate and 
rich shrine had led to their destruction, and so their house became a 
ruin, and “  therein all those fair and costly tom bs of this most noble 
fam ily (whereof some Lad been originally (1) placed therein), were 
miserably tom  to pieces, and buried under the heap o f its deplorable 
ruins.”

Page 110, note 2. See the A ct, section 15, which provides that the attainder 
shall not prejudice certain grants made b y  the Duke to Sir Andrew 
W indsor and to Anthony W indsor.
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ADDENDA VEL CORRIGENDA. V

Page 113, note 3, add  “ The Duke, when Ear), had recommended Radoliffe for 
promotion to the valuable R ectory of V y n w ick , calling him his own 
Clerk.”  See the Earl’s letter to the Bishop printed at large in the 
Gentleman's Magazine, V ol. L X I I I ,  p. 402.

Page 115, add  at end of note, previous to note 1 , “ see Addenda to  p. 84 at 
foot.”

Page 126, line 14 from bottom. Edm und Earl of Stafford had before granted 
the pasture called the H ough to Nicholas Bradshaw for life. See the 
I p .  m. on the Earl’s death, 4 Hen. IV ., No. 41,

Page 132. This word W ingerun is perhaps a contraction from  W icingorun, 
and alludes to money current amongst the Danes, &c. See Duchesne 
in  verba.

Page 144-6, as note to this proof o f age add  as follows : “  Subsequently on 
an Inquest of the 16th E. III., No. 33, Edm und’s son Ralph, afterwards 
first Earl Stafford, it was found that the latter was horn in Avynton 
(2 Am inton) near Tamworth, and was baptized in the Church of St. 
Edith of this Tow n of Tamworth.”
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THE MANOR AND PARISH OF “ CASTRE ”  

(CASTLE).
In times remote the county town, before history recorded the 
name which now designates it, was peopled by at first probably a 
sparse body of Anglo-Saxon settlers, coming thither, it has been 
suggested, from the Eastern coast. [K.] It assumed the form usual 
with village communities. This is an inference from institutions 
of which the more important and distinctive features long survived 
in their integrity, i.e., in allotments, common fields, and common 
pasture, and which are at the present day far from obliterated.

In the course of a few'centuries the primitive settlement took 
another form, the fence (mwn, or tune) which encircled it, good 
against cattle, was no defence against human foes; so now it was 
surrounded hy solid palisades and perhaps by rude walls, giving to 
the space enclosed the character of a “ burh.” This was tho work 
of ACthelfleda, Alfred’s warlike daughter, or of his son Edward the 
Elder, but it was more probably the result of a concerted policy 
between them. The change was made owing to the stress of events 
and the, now menacing, proximity of their old formidable enemies 
the Danes, who had long previously obtained a solid footing in 
districts on the northern and eastern sides of the island, and 
had had that footing countenanced and confirmed by the 
Peace of Guthrum through the good feeling or deliberate 
policy of the illustrious Alfred.

It is evident that much is now solid drained land which was 
then water or unstable marsh, and consequently an additional 
obstacle to hostile onset or surprise. Indeed, the legend of the 
Saint Bertelin, if we may refer to it, speaks of an island, and the 
fact of one seems preserved in the name of the corner of the 
town, called by a word of Saxon origin not only denoting isle, but 
characterizing this one as of not small dimensions, i.e., as broad 
isle (Brodeye). The terminal syllable of a supposed more ancient 
name, Bethnei (Latin form, Bethania), may preserve a record of 
a similar topographical fact. [L. ]

The “ burh ” and district just mentioned lie entirely on the left 
or northern bank of the Sow, but the opposite stretch of land on the
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2 TOWN, BOKOUGH, MANOR.

south side of that river had formed an important manor of the 
Saxon Earls of Mercia, and was called Bradeley. It- is now 
represented in part hy the land which comprises tlie Parish of 
Bradeley. It included, however, in early times something more, 
viz., various members, and one especially our present subject, 
afterwards itself a distinct manor, termed the Manor of Castre, or 
the Manor of Stafford. Thus the area of a village community, the 
“ burh ” or borough, and the manor just mentioned (which last fell to 
a Norman Baron on the escheat of the last Saxon Earl), all lay 
together, so to say, within an area of 12,000 acres more or less, with 
a river nearly intersecting them. Now the borough had even with 
the Saxons been the King’s borough, as the manor had been the 
Earl’s manor. The result was a combination, not only interesting, 
but rare, as within narrow limits representing the three essential 
elements of the mixed form of government under which England 
has so long lived. Popular rights and liberties and progress 
represented by the institutions of common fields and common 
pastures and allotments, afterwards also by franchises, confimied by 
the charters of many Sovereigns; the King’s rights, evidenced by a 
j loyal burgh, a Koyal castle (afterwards King’s Gaol), also by a 
King’s chapel and a King’s pool, while the Baronial rights came 
to be made prominent by a Baron’s castle or by a demesne manor, 
“ which, or one of them, was the caput of his Barony.” [B.]

A subject so suggestive concerns in its entirety municipal as 
well as general history. The borough of Stafford awaits its 
Historian, but it is in vain to treat the history of the Manor 
of Stafford as entirely distinct. More especially is it impossible 
to have a clear notion of the early associations of the Baronial fief, 
without having in mind simultaneously the particulars of the royal 
rights existing in its vicinity.

The subject is not easy, and has been rendered less so by the 
confusion of names, of things, and persons, by the questionable 
pretensions of Barons it may be, and perhaps by the vacillating 
purposes of Kings, and especially by the inconsistent and hasty 
allegations of topographical writers. [A.] The difficulty may serve 
to excuse these introductory remarks, as well as my making the 
King’s Castle of Stafford the first matter for consideration.

To prevent or lessen confusion, the whole subject lias been 
divided under the following heads:— 1. The King’s Castle in 
Stafford; 2. The Manor of Stafford; 3. The Feudal Barons of the
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52 THE MANOR.

Bromley to William Hunt and Henry Ilean. "Who Berington was 
see “ Erdeswick,” by Harwood, p. 175 and note there.

Degge says, Edward son of Sir Eobert Stamford sold Eowley to 
Sir Eichard Berrington, who married Edward’s sister, and was 
father of John Berrington, who owned it in 16G5; apud “Erdeswick,” 
by Harwood, in note at p. 448; and see “ Staffordshire Collections,” 
Yol. V., p. 260.

Mr. Harwood strangely mistakes (p. 175) Erdeswick, who did 
not, as Mr. Harwood has done, confound the Eowley to which he 
referred with any other place of similar name, but had in his mind 
and his text only the hamlet (variously written as Eoweleue, 
Eeule, Eule) which is in the extreme westerly part of the parish 
of Bradeley, not far from Haughton, and is hy no means the 
Eowley near Stafford. The latter had really, as the commentator 
truly says, belonged to a religious house in Stafford, and William 
Stanford, Esq., and after him Sir Eobert Stanford became its 
owners, and the latter’s son Edward sold it to Eichard Berrington, 
who married his daughter, and had issue John, who enjoyed it in 
1660. The inquisitions referring to the Stanfords have been given 
above. From the inquisition held on the death of Eichard 
Berrington, who died on the 16th February, 9th of James I., it 
appears that the succession of John his son consisted of the Manor 
of Eowley juxta Stafford, one messuage, sixty-six acres of land, 
forty-three of meadow, sixty-four of pasture, ten of wood, and 60-s. 
rent and the site of the Monastery of the Austin Friars, with great 
tithes of hay, calves, lambs, pigs, and wool, etc., as tenant in capite 
of the fortieth part of a knight’s fee.

In the “ Boyal Composition Papers,” 2nd Series, Yol. XLIII., 
p. 74, on the 11th June, 1649, we find the following as to the 
Stafford possessions: “ The Marquis of Dorchester and the Earl of 
Kingston petitioned the Commissioners of Composition for leave to 
be admitted to a reasonable composition for two parts of certain 
estates purchased by them from the Eight Hon. William Lord 
Yiscount Stafford. It was stated to consist o f :—

The Manor of fforbridge with the appurtenances and all other 
the lands, mydls, ami tythes of the said Lord Yiscount Stafford 
situate ami being in Castle Church and Bradeley, and in the 
borough of Staffoid or elsewhere in the said county of Stafford, two 
parts whereof remayne under sequestration for the recusancy only 
of the said Lord Viscount Stafford.

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



5 4 THE MANOR.

founder of the family of Toeni and Conches in Normandy, and that 
(afterwards called) of Stafford in England.

In Normandy the Toneis were mixed up with the turbulent 
events that characterise the annals of its dukes. One of these chiefs, 
Eoger de Tonei, senior, as wrell as his son Ealph, are spoken of as 
hereditary standard bearers of Normandy; both had distinguished 
themselves in Spain; the father had even been styled “ d’Espagne ” 
in consequence. (Orderic, ubi supra, note of M. Prevost.) Ealph 
was so conspicuous a political character, that even his physician 
Goisbert finds frequent mention in the narrative, wherein the 
Anglo-Norman historian informs us that Ealph had taken him 
with him to England, and through him had granted to the Monks 
of St. Evroult in Normandy two estates in England, one named 
Caldecot in Norfolk, and the other Alvington in Worcestershire. 
Indeed historian and physician became eventually both monks iu 
that abbey. Ealph was elder brother to Eobert de Tonei, afterwards 
called of Stafford. Such is the conclusion of Mr. Eyton (“ Stafford­
shire Historical Collections,” Yol. II., pp. 254-5). Ealph was 
evidently the brother the more distinctly marked in the page of 
history, where in England he appears as owner of Flamstead and 
Clifford Castles, and occupies a more important place in con­
tinental chronicles, where family alliances connected him with 
the great houses of Fitz-Osborne, of Montfort, of Evreux, of 
Mellent, and of Boulogne; the marriage too of his daughter 
Godebilde to Baldwin son of Count Eustace led to a throne, and 
seems the first link that connected the family with the Crusades, 
and may have been the cause, although Eohert de Tonei’s previous 
attachment to Duke Eobert may have been another, that in carrying 
Eobert de Stafford to the East led to the extinction of the first 
race of males.

The value of Orderic’s testimony depends upon his means of 
information, as well as upon his honesty as an historian; it is for 
this reason that I have mentioned Ealpli’s physician, Goisbert, 
afterwards long resident with the historian as fellow monk within 
the same monastery. For thus it seems impossible that the Anglo- 
Norman historian who was collecting details, should not have made 
himself well informed as to Norman doings in England, and 
especially as to those of the de Toneis.

Eobert, whom the Domesday Commissioners called “ de Stafford,” 
and who himself or his immediate successors on receiving from his 
Sovereign and Eelative numerous fees in and near Stafford and
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56 THE MAN OT.

Book of Domesday tells us remained unoccupied (pastas). [D. B.,
p. 246.]

But although thus of the comital manors, Bobert de Stafford. O '
had hardly more than a third, he had in his share within the 
borough, what was styled “ of his own fee,” forty-one mansures, 
nearly as many as all those of the comital estate put together. 
"Whatever may be the relation in which Bobert thus stood in power 
to the other tenants in capite in Staffordshire, and whatever may 
have been the relative extent or value of Bobert de Stafford’s estates 
elsewhere, in the neighbourhood of Stafford itself they were with­
out rival. Hot only were his fees divided from that town on the 
south only by the Biver Sow, but they extended, with the excep­
tion of the break occasioned by the King’s Pool, on its other side, 
so as to completely encircle the burgh from Tillington on the west, 
to presumably a member of the Bishop of Lichfield’s manor of 
Haywood on the east, where a part, afterwards the site of St. Thomas 
the Martyr’s Priory, appeared a century later to have been relin­
quished by a Gerard de Stafford (thought, probably erroneously, by 
some to have been of the baronial family, and co-founder with 
Bishop Peche of the said Priory).

But the proprietorship of the Staffords in this centre was not 
limited to that extensive and almost perfect circumference; in the 
town itself Domesday Book marks Bobert as holder of the aforesaid 
thirteen mansures, and on the south and west sides, even the strips 
of meadow land that intervened between the walls and town gates 
were soon afterwards found in the possession of the family, and 
claimed as belonging to their Manor of Stafford. Her was this all, 
for although the Domesday Commissioners at first doubted it, a 
half of the King’s share in the borough ferm seems to have become 
the Staffords’ by Boyal grant. [P. 246 : medietatem partis proprice 
Hey is habet Bobertus dono Begis ut dicit. A later entry is positive 
upon the subject; p. 248, verso: in burgode Statford habet Bobertus 
Ixx. sol. de 7nedietate partis Begis.']

In another passage of the Staffordshire census, at fo. 249, 
Bobert is found at Bramshall a close neighbour of the King; 
the same Bobert, it tells us, holds in Bramshall (Bramselle) one 
virgate of land of which one moiety is the King’s as the way halves 
it (ut via earn dividit).

It seems impossible not to admit the sagacious conclusion of a 
distinguished antiquary, that the King expressly withheld from 
Eobert everything that might savour of earldom. But be that as it
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traversed by their armies as well as by those who rebelled against 
their authority. I may add there is proof of all the early Kings 
having visited Staffordshire except perhaps William II. With 
respect to the Conqueror he may have thought it good policy to 
retain Staffordshire, not only as a secondary line of defence against 
the Welsh, but as his own boundary against the powerful earls to 
whom he had accorded a Palatinate and independent sovereignty 
in Cheshire and Shropshire.

What the position was that Kobert de Statford and his first 
successor held in the contest for power with the powerful feudal 
lords near him needs elucidation, and the evidence to make it out 
is far from conclusive; but the Sheriffdom was perhaps, it has been 
said, its basis. At that early period the high office which then 
conferred the chief authority, military as well as civil, was granted 
sometimes in other counties to successive members of the same 
family. In the absence of other special appointment to a Eoyal 
castle, it is apprehended that the Sheriff would ex officio have 
its custody, and the first baron may thus have taken his name 
de Stafford not as a territorial one at first, but as a description, 
which, the castle effaced, would cease to be applicable, especially 
when, as we know was the case, the King appointed' a different 
castellan to the Eoyal castle which he rebuilt at Stafford, i.e., 
William Pantulf. For I am not aware that in the eleventh 
century or in the twelfth, or even later, the Latin preposition 
“ de” prefixed to a local name necessarily was more than one 
of various modes of distinguishing a man in respect of connection 
with some place. Eobert Tonei may then have been styled Eobert 
de Stadford for the same reason as Turchil hi.s Saxon contemporary 
was called Turchil de Warwick (as to which see Dugdale’s “ War­
wickshire,” first edition, p. 302), namely, from residence there 
or holding the castle for that King’s Earl as vice-comes, or as 
representing the King in the respective towns, in neither of 
which counties had any earl been made, the King retaining the 
earldom in his own hands in both. But to return to the subject 
of the Sheriffdom, I remark that although the third of the feudal 
Lords de Stafford had no lord of his name de Stafford successor in 
the Sheriffdom, the same high office was held by one of his foremost 
liege Knights, Hervey de Stretton, for eighteen years successively 
(13 H. II.—30 H. II.).

This interval passed, it is not easy to avoid suspecting that this 
branch of the Toneis having faEen to the distaff, it had somewhat
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declined in power and influence, although fated to rise again higher; 
and the incessant wars with France which soon ensued terminating 
{temp. John) in the separation of France from Normandy, would 
so react upon the principal branch as not only to detract from 
its importance, but disparage for a time the junior branch at 
Stafford.

The last baron of the first Stafford race was also a crusader; 
the preparation for this distant and adventurous expedition 
encumbered the estates of many of his coevals, and may have 
embarrassed his. So that we may finally suppose that the close of 
the twelfth century did not find the different branches of this 
originally foremost family with a position relatively improved; but 
their hopes and aspirations remained the same, and long before this 
they had at least got rid of formidable competitors in the case of a 
neighbouring family, to be presently mentioned.

It was a sad foreshadowing of what England had to expect and 
endure from these warriors, to know that before they were launched 
upon this country, and even duiing the minority of their Duke, 
their families had been continually engaged in cruel feuds amongst 
themselves; “ thus,” says Orderieus, “ the Normans took off by poison 
Alan Count of Brittany, their own Duke’s guardian, and defeated 
his successor Count Gislebert in a bloody battle, the two nations 
massacring each other incredibly in almost daily encounters. 
Likewise Turketil de Neufmarche, and Hubert de Tonei, and 
Osbern, Steward of Normandy, and "William and Hugh the two 
sons of Eoger de Montgomery, and Eobert de Beaumont, Walhelin 
de Ferrers, and Hugh de Montfort, and many other powerful 
warriors, made war on each other by turn, causing great confusion 
and distress in the country, which was then deprived of its natural 
protectors, i.e., by the nonage of "William.’" [B.V., ch. 9.] So that 
one main motive of the Conqueror in his invasion of England may 
have at first been to employ his turbulent barons: history repeating 
itself; something of the same kind took place when Archbishop 
Chicheley counselled Henry V. to amuse Ids subjects in foreign 
wars.
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THE MANOR. G5

THE NEIGHBOURING FEUDAL CHIEFS.

F errers, F itz A nscclf, R oger de  M ontgomery and  h is  son 
H u g h , AVTt.ltam P antulf, and th e  E arls of Chester .

All these chiefs were not only great in power and influence in 
Staffordshire, but by all but one of them holding mansures in the 
burgh of Stafford itself were likely, if disposed, to be formidable 
rivals and enemies of Robert de Stafford. Ferrers (Air. Blanche 
restored the orthography Ferrier) owned one mansure in the burgh, 
described in Domesday as then “ vastam.” He had held also the 
site of the first Royal castle there, and this in right of his Manor 
of Chebsey, but at the date of the Domesday compilation it was in 
ruins; perhaps both wasted mansure and ruinous site are descrip­
tions of one interest. The lordship of this part of his property, 
whatever the property was, would accompany under ordinary cir­
cumstances the descent of the Manor of Chebsey; and that of 
Chebsey, although topographers are generally silent upon the 
subject, can be traced from Ferrers to the Royal House of 
Lancaster, and found to be treated as a member of the Honor 
of Tutbury. It had become, such no doubt as a consequence of 
the Ferrers’ forfeiture temp. H. III.

But somehow or other, that part of the fee in the Ferrers’ 
estate in the borough of Stafford is no more spoken of as belonging 
to Ferrers. It had been severed, no doubt, and become the King's, 
and was the site of more than a single Royal castle; Domesday 
Book says upon it, “ Rex praecepit fieri castellum quod modo est 
destructum;” the phrase and context imply that the King had 
taken the land for himself. On the other hand, Ferrers had his 
own castle at Tutbury, and a burgh around it, as I understand the 
description in the Census. The Conqueror sometimes altered such 
territorial arrangements. AVe shall presently see an instance of his 
doing so in the case of AATlliam fitz Ansculph (p. 67).

The Castle of Tutbury had been, it appears, in the hands of 
Hugh Lupus, Earl of Chester;1 when the census was compiled it

1 Several estates, part of the fief o f Earl Roger de Montgomery, appear in Domes­
day Book as in tenure of a “ William.”  The estates are Cresswall, Dodington 
(Herrington), Modreshal, Almenton, Anstonfield, Celteton, and Basford. A ll but 
the first of these are mentioned as occupied hy William simply; but on the first 
occurrence of the name at Cresswall, Pantulf is written above the name of place, so 
that Cresswall was in William Pantulf’s tenure. It would seem possible that William
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THE PAKISII AND ITS CHURCH. 91

residents the following names occur: Adams (husband of Sarah 
Salt, 1697), Adderley, Adshead, Anson, Aston, Harbor, Bayley, 
Berington, Beterton, Bickerton, Carelesse, Chamberlane alias Back­
house, Chomley (Cholmondeley) Clarke, Cockes (John, Curate), 
Collins, Dickenson, Dovey (of Eicarscote), Drakeford (of Eorbridge), 
Eardswick (Sampson son of John), Foxe (of Eowley), Gonway, 
Gouldsmith, Harcourt, Hervey, Ilumptbach, Keen, Lees, Lineall 
John (Minister), Lyttelton, Macclesfield, Norris, Palmer, Pursley, 
Salt, Spooner, Sutton, Talbot, Tliorley, Wliitgreave (of Burton very 
often), Whitmore, Yomall. [U.]

Christenings and interments are sometimes mentioned as 
celebrated at St. Mary’s, Stafford, or at Stafford. A child upon one 
occasion is christened at Bradeley. Mention is made of Thomas 
Salt the son of Eichard Salt and C[lem]aunce his wife, as christened 
at Billyngton Chapel in 1600.

The Eegisters afford materials for a complete list of the Curates 
(the Act of E. YI. makes them perpetual Curates or Vicars) from 
the commencement of the independence of the Church: the first 
name being Jolm Cockes. Afterwards and in later times officiating 
Ministers are spoken of, and it may be not easy to distinguish • 
these always from the Incumbents proper. Once at least the 
Church itself was held by a Eector of St. Mary’s, Stafford, and 
the officiating Minister may have been the latter’s Curate. [P.]

The Ecclesiastical Census for 1676 [Salt MS. 33] tells us that 
in Castle Church there then were 171 Conformists, 7 Papists, and 
2 Non-Conformists, which number would seem to omit children 
under sixteen years of age.

The Eegister Book in a. memorandum on the fly leaf shows the
At Castle Church, a place iu Staffordshire,
Where he receiyeth eight pounds by the year,
W hich he hath truly iu Exchequer pay,
For which he thanks your Highnesse night and day.
He aged is full threescore yeares and ten,
A  long time now to live with mortall Men,
His wife also is threescore years and one,
That Stipend poor they still do live upon.
How if your Highnesse would be so much pleas’d,
That his eight pounds to forty pound be rais’d,
He thinks that he should live with more content,
Then hundred pounds thrice (sic) some receive in rent,
Though’s (sic) stipend be but eight pounds by the year.
Which he receives for feeding souls so dear,
Yet his poor Tallent he will never hide,
In verse he writes, yet G-od is still his guide.”
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RESULTS OF FURTHER RESEARCH. 133

landlord between the K in g  and the said W illiam . (Inq, ad qd. damnum, 
21 E. I I I ., No. 62.) In  the Chetw. M SS., V ol. II ., p. 13:5, amongst W hit- 
greove deeds, is the following abstract :—

“ Seiant &c. qd E go Johes del Croft vici de Berkswicli dedi &c. John de 
A ston  de Salt, Margeriae Selyman de Statford, ad totum vitam ipsius 
Margeriae & Johi de Briggeford, filio Adaa W aterson de Briggeford, & hair. 
& assignatis ipsius Johis de B riggeford omnia ten. mea de Ricardscote, 
quse nuper habui de dom & feofm ento Ilugonis de N orton in feud, inper- 
petuum &c. Teste : John Clifton, W ill. Palmer, &c. 18 Ric. II .

A  piece of meaddowing in Ricardescote (is) called Rereholme. (  Worsw., 
fo .  295. 6 E. V I .)  A t  this date, on the 31st July , died Thomas Rugeley, 
Esq., w ho is shown b y  the inquisition to have held Rickerscote from  
Hum phrey W hitgreave. '

Am ongst the Royal Compositions in the Salt M SS., Vol. II ., p. 857, a 
H um frey Gouldsmith is mentioned as paying £14  for two years’ tenure of 
land at Rickerscote, under the Commonwealth, a .d . 1651, 1652.

Radford Bridge stands on what was the edge o f the ancient Forest of 
Cannock, and indicates one of its approaches, for Dugdale ( I Varw., p. 138) 
tells us that H ugh de Loges held five tenements iu Chesterton (co. W arwick), 
b y  the service o f conducting the Earl o f Chester towards the K ing ’s Court 
through the midst of the Forest o f K a n ok ; meeting him at R etford bridge, upon 
notice o f his coming, and at H op  was bridge upon his return ; in which forest 
the Earl might, if he pleased, kill a deer in his going, and another at his coming 
back ; giving unto Loges at each time he should attend him a barb’d arrow.

W e  find from  the Pat. Roll, 5 E. I. (1276-7), m. 9, dorso, that Richard de 
Roulowe arraigned an assize of novel disseisin against Peter the P rior of St. 
John  near Stafford and H enry le Fevre concerning tenements in Roulowe.

W illiam  de M ortuom ari (M ortim er) anil R. de Bellafago were appointed 
b y  Pat. 34 E. I. to take the assize of novel disseisin arraigned by  Ralph le 
Teynturer of Forebrugge against Richard le Palmere of Burton and Felicia his 
w ife and others, concerning common of pasture in R ulow e (Row ley) near 
Statford.

B y charter dated at Stafford 15 H . V I ., witnessed b y  Jo. H olt & Jo. Cradoc, 
then Bailiffs o f Stafford, and Jo. Bradley; Tho. Lych and Tho. M olot, 
Burgesses, and others, Thomas Fisher de R oulow  near Stafford granted to 
Jo. Temmis and Tho. Browne, Chaplains, and to W ill. K nighton and Ralph 
Bottiler, o f Stafford, Burgesses, all his lands, &o,, iu R oulow  aforesaid. (See 
Abstract b y  Bassano, Salt M S. 153, p. 35.)

W orsw ick notes also an extent o f the M anor of Row ley ( fo .  iii.).
Temp. E . I . Juliana w idow of R obert de Ilalghton  claimed as dow er a 

portion amongst places in Selkemor.
M argery w ife o f John de Rowelawe claimed (28 E. I.) in dower one-third 

o f  three acres in Rowleowe and Stafford. ( “  Staff. Coll.,” Vol. V II ., p  72.) 
The same widow apparently, though called Margaret, claimed (28 E. I.) as 
dower one-third of sixteen acres in ltowelowe and Stafford, eight and one-third 
o f a messuage. (Ibib ., p. 76.)

In  the 34 E. I,, or about it, a common of pasture in Roulowe near Stafford 
was in litigation by  John son of Ralph le Teynturer of Forebrugge, with 
Richard le Palmer, of Burton, Richard K irry, and oth ers; but the suit was
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in  Manchester to be removed, first to Chester and then to the K ing ’s vill of 
Stafford. The K in g  heard from  the Sheriff that his castle and gaol which had 
been properly taken as a prison for the Courts of Stafford, is situated within 
the said vill, and that an ambiguity had arisen whether the said castle and 
gaol should be received as part of the sanctuary o f the said vill. The K in g  
then proceeded to say that it was not, nor had it ever been, his intent that the 
said castle and gaol should be, or be reputed to be, any part of the sanctuary 
o f the aforesaid vill. Such is the purport o f the instrument which follows.

P a t e s t  o i  K i n g  H . V I I I .

Henricus P e i gratia, etc. V icecom iti Staffordise salutem. Licet nuper 
Virtute cujusdam Actus parliam ent per breve nostrum tibi inde directum 
prodam ari fecimus quod V illa  nostra de Stafford infra Balllvam esset Villa 
Sanctuarii et quod Felones, Transgressores, et alii Malefactores illuc fugientes 
haberent Tuition et privilegium ibidem juxta V im  Formam et efifectum Actfis 
et proclamationis prwdict. ac aliorum Statutorum et Legum  .Regni nostri 
Angl. et cum ex  Testimonio tuo et aliorum fide dignorum ligeorum accepimus 
quod Castrum et Gaol nostrum pro prisonibus in comitatu tuo captis et capiendis 
situatum sit infra Viliam preedictum  et quod qutedam ambiguitas orta est 
utrum dictum castrum <b gaola, pro parcella sanctuarii villte prsedictae 
acciperetur, etc., sciatis, etc., quod non est nec unquam fuit intentio mea quod 
pradictum Castrum sive Gaiola esset vel reputaretur aliqua parcella Sanctuarii 
prsedicti, etc. Pat. 3° die Augusti, a°. regni nostri 34°.

Thus the castle and  gaol, and castle or gaol, are names of the same structure, 
and withirV the K in g ’s vill o f Stafford, but the K in g  declares that he never 
intended (i.e., b y  his proclamation, which substituted Stafford for Chester as 
a place of sanctuary) that his castle or gaol should serve as part o f the 
sanctuary.

The castle and gaol mentioned in this Patent cannot be in any way under­
stood as meaning the Staffords’ on the H ill, first because the instrument itself 
mentions the castle and gaol as being situated within the town of Stafford, and 
secondly because the Staffords’ Castle forfeited to the K in g  b y  the last Puke 
had been granted previously to  the attainted P u k e ’s son, H enry Lord Stafford, 
and Ursula his wife. (See the Patent, second part, for the if 3rd year o f the 
reign of K in g  H enry V II I .)

Appendix B, p. 11, par. 1.

In  the more ancient times “  Castel ”  did not necessarily mean of Rom an 
origin, fur Leland, “ Collect.,”  VoL II ., p. 302, cites from  the ancient chronicle 
o f M alm esbury the text “ sub castello de Bladon quod Saxonice vocabatur 
Ingelbum e Castel, quod castellum construct™ m fuit a quodam rege B ntan- 
nico.”

The w ord “  Castle ” is certainly o f wide application ; so the M anor House 
o f Macclesfield, which had come to  the hands of Edward Stafford Puke of

1 I  translate infra vitlhn, according to the universal mediceval usage ; see 
Duchesne A  voce.
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Buckingham, was called in the sixteenth century “  the manor, castell, or capital 
messuage o f M acclesfield” (see Earwaker’s “ East Cheshire,”  Vol. J., p. 4T 6); 
but in 131)8 John de Macclesfield had obtained from Bich. I I . licence to cren- 
nelate it, ibid.

W hat has been said of the early centuries in France applies to Norman 
England. “  W ar,” says Guizot, “  was everywhere ; naturally the monuments 
of war, and the means to wage it or repel it, were everywhere too. N ot only 
did they build castles, they converted all things into fortresses and places for 
defence. Towards the eleventh century, at Nlmes, in France, a company styled 
o f the ‘ A ren es ’ seized for their habitation the Boman am phitheatre; the 
Arenes still exist to this day. I t  was easy to fortify  places fortresses in 
themselves already. This is not an isolated fa c t ; most of the ancient circuses, 
that at Arles included, were used similarly and occupied as if they had been 
castles for some time. Monasteries and churches were equally fortified. They 
were garnished with towers, ramparts, and fosses, and sedulously guarded ; 
they sustained long sieges. Burghers did as did the nobles. Their vills and 
bourgs were fortified ; children were stationed as sentinels in the bell towers 
o f churches to scan what was passing in the distance, and to announce the 
approach of an enemy. Alas ! sometimes he was in the vill itself, hr a neigh­
bouring street.”

Appendix F, p 6, middle of p. 8, par. 1.

W e know  Ealph de Toeni the hereditary standard bearer did not bear the 
standard at Hastings. Ordericus tells us that Tm stin son of Bollo did 
(“ Hist.,”  B. I I I ., ch. 14.) In  the “  Boinan de Bou,” Vol. II ., p. 195, we learn 
why. A  life o f the historian is prefixed to M r. Prevot’s edition of Ord eric’s 
chief work ; as this has been often cited in the preceding pages, his claim to 
speak with authority should be made clearer.

“ It fell to m y lot,” says Vitalis, “ a stranger and an Englishman,corning here” 
(to the A bbey  of St. Evroult in Normandy) “  when only ten years old, from  the 
furthest borders of Mercia, and rude of speech and manners, in the midst of a 
people full o f intelligence, to compose, b y  G od’s help, a narrative of Norman 
events and transactions for the use. of Normans.”

Vitalis had made journeys to W orcester and Croyland ; at the latter place 
he wrote at the request o f the M onks a Latin epitaph on Earl W altheof. 
A nother motive may have incited him to this, for a benefactor of his A bbey, 
B. de Toeni, had married the daughter of W altheolf. V italis’ biography 
furnishes us with the following dates : H e was b om  the 15th or 10th Feb­
ruary, 1075, at Attingham (Ateham) on the Severn. H e received his name 
from  his sponsor, a noble Saxon priest named Siward, who also baptized him.

1080 set. 5, was sent to school at Shrewsbuiy, where, under the same Siward, 
he learnt reading, grammar, and church chants.

1085 set. 10, his father sent him to St. Evroult A bbey in N orm andy; he never
afterwards saw his father.

1086 received the tonsure on St. V italis’ day, and assumed the saint's name. 
1091 at tho A bbot’s request, he was received as sub-deacon ; and
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o f Ilum frey  Stafford, K nt., late called Lord' Southwyk, otherwise called Earl of 
Devonshire. The petition claimed many manors of which the said Earl had 
been seised, amongst others those of Penkerych, Pyrton, Lytewode, H ydecopen- 
hale, and Am blecote ; these had been settled in tale male, but forcibly disturbed 
b y  H um fry Stafford, late of Grafton, Squier, supported b y  his favour, as the 
petition says, w ith Eichard, late “ in deed and not in right,” K in g  of England. 
The prayer of the petitioners was accorded, and themselves put in possession 
o f the aforesaid manors.

Bromshall is not mentioned in  the petition above mentioned, but it became 
the subject o f a litigation a few  years afterwards. The Erdcswicks having 
inherited the right o f the sole heiress of Sir James Stafford, o f Sandon, had 
held not Sandon only, but Bromshall, from the time when Sir James had died. 
But it would seem that although Sandon was theirs b y  express settlement, 
Bromshall had been settled in tail male, and so his brother Sir J ohn Statford 
and his heirs male were to be preferred to the heiress who had married 
Erdeswick, and so the Erdeswicks were at last ousted by  W illoughby de 
Broke, whose representatives still own it. (General Report of the Commis­
sioner of Public Records, A ppendix, p. 58, 1837, referring to a special assize, 
anno 5 H . V I I I . ,  between H enry W illoughby de Broke and others, plaintiffs, 
and H ugh Erdeswick, disseisor ; and see Sampson Erdeswick’s commentary 
upon that litigation in the “  Antiquities of Staffordshire,”  ed. H arwood, p. 512, 
and the pedigree adduced b y  him in that first Salt M S. (once M r. H am per’s ).)

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



INDEX

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



INDEX.
N.B.— These subjects are classified: Manor o f  Stafford, Stafford Town, 

Staffords Lords, fye.

A.

Abetone (Apeton), 15
Acfon Trusell church, inscription, 50, 

111  anu. n . ; Knight s Fee, 109 n .; 
Robert, 119 n„ and Margery h i ‘ 
wife, ibid.

Adam fitz Eudo, King’s Dapifer, 67.
Aethelfleda. 1.
Akesy, u’ , 134; see Dokesy.
Alan, Count of Brittany, poisoned, 64.
Allen, Rev. Edward, Vicar of Castle 

Church, remarks by, 149, 156.
Almentun (Amo,I on), 65.
Aluingtcn, eo. Wore., granted to St. 

Evroult, 54.
Aluerdeston, 15.
Alrecolrefurlong, 131.
Amblecote, 122 n., 151.
Amelcote, 36.
Ambricton, 17.
Anlezark, Rev. M., held Castle Church 

and St. Chad’s, 150.
Ansger, 16, 20.
Anstenfeld, 65.
Apeton, 35.
Archdale Family, 38.
Arleston ( P Harlaston), 33.
Askehy, Joseph, 124 bis.
Arnekock, Adam, 43,44, and Sibill his 

wif 0 44
Aspilyt, W ill, de, 116.
Arnoid d’Ecliaufour, 68.
Aston, John de (4 H. IV .), 46 133 ; 

John, Knight, and Joan his wife (d . 
1523), 109 and n .; Astons, Sheriffs, 
■ibid. i Richard, gent., 124; Walter, 
first Lord Aston of Forfar, 109 n. ; 
Aston Burston and Walton, 109 n.

Ashley, Water Eaton and Longnor, 
111  n.

Atcham, 141.
Attebruch, William, 121 n.
Attewalle, 134; Richard of Rickers­

cote, 134.
Audleys, 74-5.
Ansculph, Will, fitz, 65-7, 70, Sheriff 

o f Worcester, exchanges manors 
with Taillebosch hy King’s com­
mand, 67.

Austin Friars, 51, 52, 113 and n., 134, 
147; tsee Addenda.

B

Babingtons of Curboro', 125.
Backhouse, John, tithe holder, 143 ; 

founder of some charities, 150; 
Captain Peter, 53; discovers con­
cealments, 53; Thomas, alias Cham- 
berlayn, 102 n ; W ., alias Back­
house, 123 n.

Bakehouse, and Cecily his wife, 96.
Bagots, of Blimhill, 35 ; of Bramshall, 

35; of Hyde, 35, 143; o f Stafford 
Castle, 36.

  Stafford, Stafford, 35; Chet-
wvnd connexion with, 142-3.

Bagots Sheriffs, 110 n.
Bagot Manors at Hyde and Coppen­

hall, 35; at Moreton and Lockesley, 
35,143.

 late Lord, 105 n.
 Lord, his Stafford MSS. at

Blithfield, 17.
  Harvey, 34-5, 122 n., 132 (22

E. I.) ; Harvey, fifth Baron, 34 ; 
Lewes, 110 and n . ; Richard, 127; 
Robert, and hi« relict Aseira or 
Azilia, 35 ; William, 34-5, 127 
pluries, 128 Its, of Holeden, 128, of 
Hoiedale, “  Staff. Coll.,”  Vol. L\ ., 
p. 112; William de la Yde (Hyde), 
34, 126; Lord William de ia Yde,
126.

Bagots, see Staffords.
Baggeworth, Roger de. Prior o f St. 

John, 98 bis;  Jo. de B., 98.
Bamborough, 147.
Eamford, Jo., 43.
Banastrp, Thomas, 112 n.
Bank’s “  Dormant Baronage,”  136.
Barbor, Air., Bailiff of Eorebridge, 

125 n .; for Stafford in 17th century, 
125 n.

Barbors of Flashbrok, 125 n.
Barlaston, 104.
 Manor, Barlaston, 74,104.
Barnes, Jo. (Berners), Lord, 112 n . ; 

Dame J uliana, 112 n.
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iv . INDEX.

Barony, Courts of, in Statford and at 
Bradeley, 121 n .; Caput Baronce, 
2, 20.

Barton (Barton), 35.
----------- Bichard le Clerk de, 100.
Bassett, Bandle, 138; Sir William, 

Knight, 110  n . ; his son William, of 
Blore and (irendon, 110 n .; Richard, 
118 n.

Baxford, 65.
(Berieswieh) Baswieh, Jo. del Croft 

vici de, 133.
Beaumont, Robert de, 64 ; his son 

Robert, 60; Roger de, 60.
Bearecroft, 121 n ; leading to Billing­

ton from Stafford town, 121 n., 142.
Beek, Nich., Knight, 46; Bekes, 110 n .; 

Bob. del, 34.
Bedenhale, Alice de, 130.
Bedford, Earl (A.n. 1609), 51.
Beffrey, Jo., 130 n.; Philip de Staff, 

capell, 131 n.
Belesme, Robert, his castles in Nor­

mandy and Salop, 5, 7, 57, 68-9.
Berlaston Manor, Barlaston, 74, 104.
Bertelin (Berthelin), St., Church, 94­

5 ; his day one for payment, 94.
Bethenei, 94, 137, 146.
Bedele, Balph le, 132; William le 

Clerk, 100.
Beliafago, R. de, 133.
Belle, Thomas, 115 n.
Bercestre, Mess. Jo., 81.
Bercfoid, Richard de, 48, and his 

wife Cecily (Waite), 48.
Beretwood, ll7.
Berington, Jo., of Rowley, recusant, 

51 -2 ; Sir Richard, 52, and wife, 
sister of Edward Stamiord, 52; 
Jo., son of Sir Richard, 52 bis ;  Sir 
Richard (d. 9 Jas. I.), 52.

Berton (Burton f), 48.
Betley, 43
Belin’tone (Billington), a nemhe: of 

Bradeley, 16, 17, 19 bit, 119 I is, 
123 pluries, 148 see Lees.

Billington, 35, 39; Jo., set. o f Richard 
de, 130; Richard Godfrey de, 44, 
118 n . ; Henry de, 122 n. i26 n.

Bilinton (Billington), 74; chbpel (a .d . 
1600), 91; ■nay from Stafford town 
to, 121 n., see Bearecroft; tithes,
131.

Billingtonbury, 122 n . ; manor of, 
122 n., 126 n.

Brid (Bird), A ’.an, 127,
Bishop’s Knight's fee, 109 n.
Bishton, 94.
Blaokmore, 112 n.
Bladon, castle of, 110.
Blounte, Jo., Knight. 110 n .; Walter. 

138.

Blurton, for Burton (rrehend), 37-8.
Blimhill, see Bagots of.
Blyminhil] Lordship of, 104, 112 n.
Blithbury Nunnery, 79.
Blithfieid, 49; Cart’ulary, 49, 50, 83, 

148; other MSS. there, 105 n, 75, 
81-2-3 ; Bagots of, .

Bohun inheritance, 117.
Borough (Burh) of Stafford, 39; 

Lord Stafford’s tenantry in, 52.
Bottiler (Boteler), Hugh, CO; Ralph,

133.
Boughey, Hugh (Parker), 116 n . ; 

George, 121.
Boulogne, House of, 54; Count Eus­

tace de, 54, 60; Baldwin, his son, 
end son’s wife, Gtodchilde de Tonei, 
54.

Bourchiers, 112 n.
Bowoode, 121.
Bracon, 132.
Brakin, 132.
Brailley, 2 bit, 34, 35, 40, 51, 52, 132; 

how described in H.B., 15; its 
members there, 12, 13, 15, 16, 40, 
47; manor, 35; town, 119 n.; liidal 
estimate, 122-3 ; lnansures in Staf­
ford pertaining to, 70; child from 
Castle Church christened in Bradeley, 
91 ; suit at Court of, from Fore­
bridge, 99 : Barorial Court iu, 121; 
tythes,mrils (mills), &c., there (a .d . 
1G49), 52-3.

  Manor, 7, 74, 118; Liberty,
123.

Bradeley and Norton Manors, 127 
pluries,

Brawdeley (Bradeley) Parsonage, 114; 
A d T O w so n , 127.

Bradley, Jo., 133.
Bradshaw, Roger, 119 n.
Bromshull (BramshalV), 35,49,56,152.
Brayne, William, 7 (1 E. IV .).
Brandreth, Henry, 97, 134.
Brerelaston, Walter, a brother of St. 

Lazarus, 99.
Bmcage, 48, 103.
Broad Eye, Brodeye, 137, 142.
Broke, Henry Willoughby de, 36, 109 

a., 152.
Bromfield, near Castle, 149.
Bromley, Robert, son of Stephen de,

123.
Brittany, Alan, Count of, 64.
Bridgeman, P., 102 n .; Sir Orlando B., 

an opinion of, 148-9.
Bridgeford, Great, and two mills. 40.
Bridgenorth Castle, 5 ,7 ,8 ; contrasted 

with Stafford Castle, 7.
Bridon, William, 134, and Alice his 

wife, 134.
Brometesturlong, 131.
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Bruchurst (Brockhurst), 111 n., 112n.
Browne, Thomas, Chaplain, 133.
Buckingham, Edward Duke, 105 n .; 

attainder, 115, 148.
Bulkere, Hugh le, of Ruggeley, Rich­

ard his son, and Margery his wife,
44.

Burgh, 35.
Burlej, Robert de, 132.
Burt, Bertram de, 127.
Burton, Templars at, ? 94, 151-2.
 Liberty, 93.
 and Rickerscote,131 n .; charged

(for Burton Prebend?), 103.
 near Stafford, 34-5, 37-9, 40­

2, 44, 49, 85, 119 n., 122 n. bis, 123 
pluries, 130,131 pluries, 132 pluries ; 
hides in D.B., 122; manor, 41; 
Peter de, 124; Richard, son of Peter 
de, 124; Felicia, relict of said 
Peter, ibid.; Hugh, son of William 
le Louerde de, 124; Willas doles, 
41; William le Louerd de, 124; 
Hugh and William, sons of le Louerd 
W., 124.

Bourton (Byrton, Boerton), Richard 
le Clark, 44, 98; Richard le Palmer 
de, 44, 133 bis;  Robert le Palmer, 
136,151; Will, son of Will, le, 123; 
Hugh, son of William de, 123; 
Thomas de, 132; Peeeo his brother, 
ibid.; William le Taller de, 132.

Burton prebend, 123 bis;  tithes of,
143.

 co. Warwick, 48.
  (Abbey) Register, 147.
 Creon, 151; Creoti’s grant to

Templars, 150-1.
Burweston (Burston), 109 n.
Buselard, Thomas, 43.
Bushbury, 124.
Boterhall (Buterhall), 127; Richard 

de, 124; Eva his relict, 124; Rich­
ard, son of Simon, 128.

Buttcrhill, 34, 37, 74.
Bykeford, Robert de, 100.
Byonhill, 127.
Byngham, Richard (1 E. IV.), 7.

C.

Caldecot and Alyington, manors 
granted to St. Evroult, 54.

Cannock (Kanok) Forest, 133; wood 
from, granted to Hospital of St. John, 
97. _ .

Canons Prebendaries at Si afford, 94.
Cattle, ancient words denoting, 73 ; 

(see Addenda) implies a manor, 78 ; 
castre means a]so Castlewick, 2-11,

34, 35, 53, 122 n. pluries; ‘ eastre’ 
not necessarily of Roman origin, 14.

Castles, right in France to build, 7 4 ; 
Norman castles in England, 1086 ; 
at Burton, 3 ; Dudley, 67 ; Staf­
ford, 3, 55; Tutbury, 3, 65; 
Bridgenorth, 5 ; Tamworth, 5 ; Not­
tingham, 55 ; Warwick, 55 ; Chester, 
55; Shrewsbury, 55.

 and churches of Stafford, diffi­
culty as to, 10,11.

Castellum “  retus ”  in Stafford, 121 n., 
141, 142; Castle of Stafford Town, 
121 n., 136.

Castles, royal, in England, 3,4; become 
gaols, 4, 5, 9 ; King’s atStafford, and 
its site, 4, 5 ; contrastedwith Bridge- 
north Castle, 7.

Castle, King’s, in Stafford, 119 n. ; 
first castle destroyed, 62; built on 
Ferrers’ land, 65; custodes of, 57, 
136,138-9; borough seals represent 
castles, 137 ; not to be used as sanc­
tuary, 140; became the King’s gaol, 
139; called King’s gaff or castle, 8, 
140; incidentally referred to in 
municipal books, 4, 137; see Gaol 
King’s.

Cast rum apud; date to deeds, 50,121 n.
Castle, baronial, difficulty as to, 10, 1)» 

18, 136 ; silence of escheats prior to 
R. II., 18, 107,117 n., 118,119; first 
baronial castle perhaps destroyed by 
war or by treaty of Devizes, 58, 71, 
79; sometimes built before King’s 
Licence, 75 ; “  castle ”  means also 
castlewick, castle implies a manor, 
78; a former castle perhaps begun 
and not completed, 82; ruins of a 
chapel, 114, and Addenda.

— — — see Manor of Stafford.
-...... . Church, see Stafford Manor,.

Stafford Parish, Deanery of St. 
Mary.

Cauvreswalle (Caversall) Park, 49; 
Peter de, 49; Richard de, 122 n.; 
William de, 45, 122 n. pluries, 134, 
Dom. William de, 127; Roger, 122 
n .; William his brother, 122 n.

Chapels, royal, of Stafford and Penk­
ridge, 21.

Caurs (Caus) Castle, 74, 82, 107, and
note.

Celario, Simon de, 123, 129; Joseph, 
son of Geoffrey Sellarer, 142.

Celestinus, Pope, 48, 103.
Ce.ttton (Che d die ton), 65.
Chamberlain, William, 123 n .; see 

Backhouse.
Charities, 128 and n.
Chebsey manor, 65.
Cffarke, Richard, 7,
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INDEX. XVII.

granted, 112  and n., I l l  n .; monu­
ments, 113 n.

Stone Abbey at law with Kenilworth. 
Priory ( a .d . 1 2 6 8 ), 22

Stretton, Hervey de, Knight and 
Sheriff. 61.

Strongishall (Stramshall), 49 ; Philip 
of, 122 n. bis.

Strangwyshe, Thomas, 151.
Stretton, 74 ; town, 119 n.
Stretham, 113 n.
Sturvel, Will. 169.
Subsidy Roll of E. III., 26 -73.
Suffin, Rob., 4.
Swynnerton, Rob., I l l  and n .; Sir 

Rob., Knight, 110 and n . ; his 
daughter aud heir, ibid.;  Thomas, 
111 n .; Sir Thomas, ibid.

Swyr.nerton of Eccleshall, 112 n.

T

Talbot. Robert, 45-126 n.
Tatton, Rieliard, 113.
Teen or Tayne (Tear,), 110 and note.
Temims, Jo., 133.
Templars at Rurton (?), 94, 150-1.
Tentenshall (Tettenhall), 104.
Tenturyr, Ralph le, 43, 133 bis.
Tinctor, Richard, of Eorbridge, 44, 

134.
Telesford, 102.
Tevelesford, Edmund Baron, his grant 

to, 100 ; whether carried out, 1 0 1 ; 
Minister and Brethren of the Holy 
Trinity of, 106.

Thornbury, co. Gloucester, 8 8 a . ; Staf­
ford Manor ( a .d . 1649), 33; Castle, 
106 n.

Thorley, founder of lost charity, 150.
Thouars Aimer, Yiscount de, 60.
Tillington, 4, 35, 39, 40 pluries, 42, 56, 

74,76; lordship, 104; tithes of, 123 
n. bis, 144; prebend, 123 n.

Titnesovere, Roger de, 44.
Titnesovere, 74.
Tiseho, 22, lordship, 115.
Tithe Reference Book, 92.
Tithes if St. Nicholas, 95 ; of Burton 

and Rickerscote, 123 n .; Rowley 
and Biliington; of St. Mary’s and 
other tithes in Castle Church, 113-4, 
119.

Tixall, 12, 118; prebend, 123.
Tonei, an Episcopal domain given to 

Ralph a relative of Ri illo, by Hugh, 
41st Bishop of Rouen, 33 ; Roger de 
Tonei father of Robert de Stafford, 
66.

De Tonei, decrease of importance, 61; 
de Tonei, house of, allied to Duke of

Normandy, 0; Ralph de, first grantee 
of Tonei, A .D . 942-989; Ralph 
founder of the family of Tonei, 53, 
53-4 ; Rodulph exiled by William, 
68; Ralph opposed William I.’s title 
to Dukedom, 6 ; its chief Reger 
slights the Conqueror’s order at 
Senlac, 6, 141, 142; Roger and 
Ralph hereditary standard bearers 
of Normandy, 54; Ealph de Conches 
son of Roger Tonei, 60, 64; Ralph 
said to be elder brother of Robert 
de Stafford, 54; lord of Tonei and 
Conches, 60; Ralph’s daughter God- 
ehilde wife o f Bal lwin son of Count 
Eustace, 54; Robert Tone! takes 
the name of Stafford, 54,56; thought 
Sheriff by Dugdale, 57.

Trumwyn Pedigree, cited, 44.
 Sir Roger, Knt., 44; Sheriff

twice, 41; his son Roger (36 E. III.), 
44; William T., Knt., 145.

Tunbrugge, Ralph lord of, 46; Tun- 
brugge Castle, 82.

Turstin son ot Rollo, 141.
Turchil, why called de Warwick, 63.
Tuschot, John, 127.
Tutbnry Castle, 65 ; onee the Earl of 

Chester’s but then Ferrers, 65, 105, 
and note.

Tynghes, Alice, 125.

U.

TJlfer, 128.
TJlger tho hunter, 5. 
TJllavestone (Wollaston), 5.

. Y.

Yeer (Yore), 111 and note; Jo., 14th 
Lord Earl o f Oxford, 111 n. 

Ycrncn, Benedict, of Iladdon, 111 n. 
Vise, 111 n.
Vigil, see Waite.
Village community, once at Stafford, 1

W .

Wadell, Richard, 98.
Wade, Jo., 122 n.
Waite Family, 48; Jo., Parson of 

Lyche, 49; Roger le, 48; Simon his 
brother, 48; Cecily hi3 daughter, 
48; benefactor of Priory ot St. 
Thomas the Martyr, 103 n .; Wido, 
151.

Waley, William de, 44.
Wafdun, Adam. 129 n.

N
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Waleyne, William, Keceivor, 115 and 
note.

Walker, Jo., 141.
Waltlieof, 141.
Walle, Richard fil Dni. atte, 129 n . ; 

John Atte, 130 Ms
Waller, Robert de, 130.
Warner, Walter le, 132.
Walter holds Montville from Robert 

de Stafford, 10, 20.
Ward, Richard, 141
Wasteneys, 82.
Warwickshire, feodary of, 115.
Warren, William de, 60.
Waterson, Adam, 133.
Wavens Wotton Lordship, co. W ar­

wick, 115 j bailiff of, 117.
Well at Castle, and water supply, 83.
Wem, 07.
Wcnlok, Jo. de, 41 5,123-4,129,134 

Richard son of John, 134 ; Richard 
de, 126 ; Richard de W . de Stafford,
134.

Westmorland, Lady Catherine, 36.
Weston, Hugh de, Knight, 145 lit.
 Coyney, 122 n.
----------Jones, the unnamed manor in

D .R .; ses Wrottesley, General.
  —  Mr., o f the Green Hall, 125;

Jos., 125.
 Church of, 145 ; Chapel and

Rector of, 145.
Weterenes, 130.
WeteruiL'l, 131.
Whalley, Mr. Edmund, 47.
Whitehall, Jo. de, 122 n.
Whitgreave, George, 147; Robert 

(d. 27 nen. V I.), end Humphrey his 
con and heir, 38; Robert (d.4 E. V I.), 
40 ; Robert, liis will, 147 ; Humph­
rey his son and heir,iM d.; Humph­
rey, 38 ; Sir Thomas, 126 n . ; Sir 
Thomas. Kn'tht, 126; deeds, 133; 
Sir Thomas Wliitgreave’s, 151-2.

Whitgreave, lands at, called the 
Deanery, 42 ; prebend, 123 n . ; land 
there, 42 ; frith fees, 42.

Wile, Robert, Prior of Stone, I n n ,
Willaston (Wollaston), 47 ; John de,

46.
Wilkins, Mr., 139.
Wilkes, Dr., cited, 42, 102 ; Wilkes of 

Willenhall, 125 n.
Wither, Lord William, 126.
William I builds castles, 55; divides 

estates in Stafford, 35; resumes 
Ferrers’ land there, ?, 65; gives

moieties there and at Bramsliall to 
Robert de Stafford, 56; names of 
his chiefs in Normandy and at Senlac, 
60 ; King William in Stafford, 6, 
62 ; Stafford, how of importance to 
him, 64, 68,151.

Wymar, Wymer, 44 -5 ; tenants in 
capite of King’s Pool, 44 ; Adam, 
King’ s Proctor, 97 n.

Wimcr, William, 121 n . ; Henry de 
Muff on and Isolda his wife, Richard 
his son,45; Ralph, 45,128; William, 
and Ralph his son, 97.

Willoughby, Robert, Knt., 151.
Windsor, Lord, 110 n .; and Andrew, 

first Baron, his father, ibid.
Wingorum (?), solidos ; 132, see A d­

denda. ■
Wiverston prebend, 123 n.
Wivelston, William de, 124.
Wolverhampton, Dean, and free 

Chapel of, 40.
Wolford Magna, et W olford Parra,

116.
Wolston, Bishop, 66.
Wolverston, Mr. S. Price, 66 n., 105 

n., 118 n., 138.
Welaston, Wiblaston, Wollaston, 45, 

47; Stephen, 100.
Woodhouse, Oliver, 135.
Woodall, Humf., 43.
W otton Waven Priory, 88.
Wuttons Waven, 19 n.
Worfield, 55; Manor mansures in 

Stafford pertaining to, 55, 70.
Wortley, Robert, 115 n . ; Thomas, 

115 n. (Steward).
Worswiek, Matthew, his MSS., 121; 

Thomas W ., 121 ; Worswiek Notes, 
137, 142. ’

Wortaston, William de, 44.
Wrottesley, General Hon. George, 

109 n . ; his opinion as to the un­
named manoi in D. B., 126.

Wrottesley, William de, 145 ; Hughhis 
father, 145.

Wrosene, Will, de la, 98 ; Petronille 
de la, ibid.

Wroakeslowe, bailiff of Stafford, 124.
Wulfhere, 109 n.
Wumriehseroft ir. Riekerseote, 48.
Wunian, Walter, 34.

Y.

Tarlet, Erlhide, 94.

r i B E I S O N  A N D  SONS, P E IN T E E S  IN  O E D IN A E Y  TO HUB M A JE S T Y . ST. M A E T O ’ s  LANE.
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